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bad in the past to analyse legislation, and
that they will not be expected to deal with
an avalanche of Bills, the details of which
cannot possibly receive adequate considera-
tion. Having regard to the comparative ur-
geacy of the legislation that Will be placed
before us, I trust that the opportunity to
consider the contents of the more important
measures will be fully availed of. For once
I find myself in agreement with the member
for Tilgarn-Coolgardie (31r. Lambert) who
drew attention to the undesirability of flood-
ing the Table with piles of regulations from
time to time. Those regulations deal with
all sorts of matters handled by various de-
partments. When we look into those regu-
lation;, we find that many arise from the
fact that the Legislature has given insuffi-
cient consideration to the legislation, the
regulations being required to give more ade-
quate effect to the intentions of the Govern-
meaL. I trust therefore that this session urc

shall be asked to deal with fewer Bills, so
that we may be able to scrutinise them more
carefully, and thereby avoid the necessity for
the promulgation of regulations, except
where they may not be expressly provided for
in legislation. Parliament should first give
adequate consideration to measures so as to
make them reasonably complete and thus
obviate the need for the framing of regu-
lation after regulation to give effect to the
intentions of legislation. I trust that this
session will be fruitful of good for all sec-
tions of the community.

On motion by 'Ar. Holman, debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 8.16 p.m.

lcgtzlatipe Council,
Wedijesday. 16th August, 1939.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read p~rayers.

QUESTION-TAXATION.

Hospital Fund Tax.

Hon. H1. SEDDON asked the Chief Sec-
retar 'y: What was the total amount received
from Hospital Fand Tax for the year ended
30th June, 1939?

The HONORARY MINISTER (for the
Chief Secretary) replied: The total amount
received from the hospital tax for the year
1939, was £264,072.

QUESTION-STATE FINANCES.

Hon. H. SEDDON asked the Chief Sec-
retary: What was the revenue and expendi-
tare for the months of June, 1938 and 19,399

The HONORARY MINISTER. (for the
Chief Secretary) replied: The revenue andi
expenditure for the month of June, 1938,
and June, 1939, were as follows :-Rcvenue :
June, 1938, £1,170,094; June, 1939,
£1,092,924. Expenditure: June, 1938,
£99,411 ; June, 1939, £996,127.

QUESTIONS (2)-RAILWAYS.

Diesel Cars.

Hon. H. SEDDUON asked the Chief Sec-
retary: What revenue was earned by Diesel
ears in each district during the year ended
30th June, 1939?
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The HONORARY MINISTER
Chief Secretary) replied;

Route-

Perth to Merredin (.Hain line)
Perth to Merredin (via Wya-

kateem)........
Perth to Merredin (via Quaira-

ding).........
Perth to Katanuing-
Perth to Bunbury
Bunhury to Busselton, Bonn

brook and Northeliffe ..
Geraldton to Atilliewa, and Ynlna

Total

(for the QUESTION-LIOENSING COURT,
MEMBERS' AGES.

Gross Hon,. j. A. DTMMITT asked the Chief
Revenue. Secretary: What are the respective ages of

E the three present members of the Licensing
.5,458 Court?

The HONORARY MINISTER (for the
6,994 Chief Secretary) replied: There are no de-

partmiental records which show the ages of
5,310 the members of the Licensing Court as the
8,463 Licensing Act contains no provision relat-

1,547 ing to the ages of appointees to that Board.

4,287
2,130 PERSONAL EXPLAIJATION-AGRI-

- CULTURAL BANKS, DISEASE IN DAIRY

.04,189 cows.
-- THE HONORARY MINISTER (Hon. E.

H. Gray-West) [4.37]: On a point of ex-
Pa.sener ralt, algorle-Lonoa, planation, I desire to apologise to the

Pasn e Totic aloori-eooa House for the erroneous and misleading

answer given to the question asked by Mr.
Ron. H. SEDDON asked the Chief See- Tuckey on the 9th August. This answer

retary: What was the total number of peas- was challenged by Mr. Mann, who, on in-
sengers carried during the year ended 30th vestigation, I find to he correct. Naturally,
June, 1939, on the railway (a) from Kal- I have no desire to mislead. members. My
goorlie to Leonora, and (b) from Kalgoorlie aim is to build up a reputation equal to
to Larerton? that of my predecess.ors for giving correct

The HONORARY MINISTER (for the answers to members on any question of
Chief Secretary) replied: (a) 315, (b) 614. Government activities.

Hon. J. Cornell: The answer was given
to you.

QUESTION-WORKERS' HOMES, The HONORARY MINISTEIR: This is
KALGOORLIE AID BOULDER. the correct reply:-

Hon. , CORNELL asked the Chief Sac- The inforination asked for in the question
the Wokers'of the 9th August was whether the Agricul-

retary: Is it the policy of th okr'tural Bank had sold cows at Sabina Vale
Homes ]Board to continue to build workers' giving a positive reaction to the abortion
homes in Kalgoorlie and Boulder? If so, test. The answer given was correct, as that
how many homes is it intended to erect in institution does not control the Sabina Vale

eachof hosetows dringthecurrnt in- property, and (lid not sell these coaws. The
eac ofthoe twnsdurng he urrnt in-property is under the control of the Lands

anciul year? Departmnent, anid the sale of the stock was
carried out by Elder, Smith & Co. on that

The HONORARY MINISTER (for the department's instructions. TIncluded in the
Chief Secretary) replied: The Board is con- stock sold were eight stud cows that hadl not
tinningr its building programme in KAI- give-n a negative reaetion to the eontagious

donabortion test. The :Ltionear, in. accordancegoorlie and Boulder. It has not laid don with definite instructions from the depart-
any number for each town a,% it regards the inont, sold those cows separately, and stated
two towns as one area and erects the homes before selling the animials that they had
in either of the towns -selected by the ap- given a positive reaction to the test. Cows

similarly affected are continually being sold
proved applicants. During the last three at private sales. Fnamers with holdings
years .59 homes have been erected in Kal- already infected could have purchased such
goorlie and Boulder. The present Pro- cows without hirni, buit a farmer with a

clean holding would have been foolish to do
gramme is 16 houses per annum. on the basis so, in view of the definite iaformation given
of four houses per quarter. before the animnals were sold.
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ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.

Fifth Day.

Debate resumned finni the previous day.

HON. H. V. PIESSE (South-East)
[4.40]: At the outset I should like to ex-
press my sympathy with the families of the
late Mfiss Holman and the late 'Mr. 5. Mac-
Callum Smith, both of whom rendered ex-
ceptional service to W~estern Australia. We
all caie into contact with Mfiss. Holman and
are a ware of the great work she carried
out, particularly during her terni in Par-
liament. As to Mr. M.1acCallum Smith, may
I say bow grateful are the primary pro-
ducers and stock raisers of Western Aus.
tralia at the announcement in thia morn-
ing's newspaper that he had seen fit to be-
queath the necessary funds to establish a
veterinary science course at the University.
Such a course, I feel sure, will prove of
very great help to the stock raisers of this
State. The deceased gentleman was one of
the founders of stud stock breeding in West-
ern Australia and undoubtedly endeavoured
to raise stock with an eye to added profit-
making. He imported many beasts, includ-
ing stud stock, from the Old Country, and
I feel that I am only expressing the ap-
preciation of stock growers in thus allud-
ing to his munificent bequest.

Looking at the front bench 1 observe that
the Leader of the House is still absent. I
regret that his health has not improved suf-
ficiently to enable him to return to his
duties. Nevertheless, we have the smiling
face of his offsider, the Honorary 'Minister,
whose courtesy we all appreciate whenever
we bring any matters before him.

The most important discussion naturally
centres in the wheat and wool industries.
Everyone must realise how serious the posi-
tion wvill be if adequate help is not pro-
vided for both those industries. The Pre-
mier, accompanied by the Minister for
Lands-, has to-day returned from the wheat
conference held in Mfelbourne last week,
and no doubt lie will advise Parliament of
the results of time conference. The Prime
Minister, M1r. Menzies, has offered to pro-
vide £2,000,000 to assist the States, in aiding
the industry. This, with the excise nowv
being collected, will provide a price of
3s. 4d, a. bushel at Ports. I should like
to warn the Premier that, before accepting
the offer of the Prime 'Minister, he should
carefully consider the fact that this price

is basd on a crop return of 140,000,000
bushels. During the last few weeks I have
been to the Eastern States and have seen
the bountiful growth of grass, pasture and
top feed from Western Australia to Syd-
ney. Although I have made the trip on
many occasions, never before have I seen
such pasture and other feed available for
stock. Consequently it is, quite reasonable
to expect that the Australian crop this
season will be, not 3.40,000,000 bushels, but
nearer to 170,000,000 bushels or perhaps
even more. If that proves to be so, what will
the position be? Will an increased amount
of money be provided or is this fixed amount
only to be available to pay a bonus to the
sehestgrowersq If more money is not pro-
vided,! the wbeatgrowers, instead of getting
a price equivalent to 3s. 4d. a bushel at
Ports, will receive considerably less. Though
the producer of wheat expects to be
guaranteed a profit on his -wheat, he should
at least be guaranteed a payable price to
enable him to carry on this important in-
dustry. In Perth to-day I met a man -who
told me that during the last few weeks his
business had fallen off tremendously. If
wvheat and wool prices are not put on a

reasonable basis before many months have
passed and particularly before the coming
harvest, I do not know how we shall fare
in the depression that is now prevailing.
The depression of 1931-32 was quite bad
enough, but what will happen if wheat-
growers are to receive only the small amount
that has been suggested?

The "West Australian" newspaper an-
nonneed this morning-

Wheat Below Is.
Record Low Level Reachied.

The fail in the price of bulk wheat to Is.
O2Yd. a bushel at Gove rnment railway sidings
in the Fremnautle zone, with the equivalent of
a bagged rail freight of Q1. a bushel, has re-
du~edt the quotation at inny sidings in this
State, where higher rates exist, to below Is.

Hon. J. Cornell: That would be equnal to
Gd. per bushel 20 yecars ago.

Hon. H. V. PLESSE: That is so, taking
into conlsideration the value of sterling and
the exchange rate. The other clay I heard a
member speak of sp~ending a bushel of wheat
to get three cups of tea. That is sulient to
show the catastrophe confronting us unless
special consideration is given to the industry.
Still, I repeat that before the Premier ac-
cepts any proposition submitted by the Com-
monwealth Government, he should make sure
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that a reasonable price will be provided
for the growers. I congratulate the Premier
and the Minister for Lands on their work
in the East. I am sure they are conscien-
tious in their efforts on behalf of the grow-
ers of wheat and wool.

A suggestion has been made that if the
price of wheat rises to 3s. 6d. a bushel at
ports, an export duty should be imposed
to provide for repayment of the bonuses
ranted by the Commonwealth Government.

I am interested in the aerated water trade
and have to buy bottles year after year to
replace losses, and I am paying a much
higher price for bottles to-day than I paid
15 years ago. But do I get a return of any
portion of the profits made by the glass com-
bine? Of course not. Then why should a
wheatgrower be asked to make a repayment
to the Treasury when wheat reaches a price
of 3s. 6d. a bushel? If such a repayment is
to he insisted upon, the price should be made
4s. or 4s. 6d. a bushel. To suggest a repay-
ment after a price of 3s. 6d. is realised is
absurd. The farmers have accumulated
heavy debits against their properties and
have experienced only one payable season in
the last five years. Yet, in spite of all their
losses and accumulated debts, they are to be
asked to agree to the payment of an export
duty as soon as wheat reaches a price of 3s.
6d. To say the least of it, that is absurd.

I shall next deal with the wool-growin~g
industry. I cannot help but admire those
engaged in the production of wool. Not for
one moment do I wish to detract from the
work of our back-country farmers, who have
had to put uip with such poor housing accom-
modation and other inconveniences while
carrying on their clearing operations, but,
at the same time, the wool grower carried
on pioneering work long before we embarked
upon wheat production in Western Aus-
tralia. At no time dlid the wool growers
approach the Government for financial as-
sistance in the past, but to-day they' have
been forced to make application for a bonus
for the first time in their history. They
represent a long-suffering section of the
community and to lend emphasis to that
point I shall refer to particulars of inter-
est that appeared in the "Pastoralists' Re-
view," under date the 12th June, 1939. My
attention was drawn to the publication by
Mr. Gregory, MB 1?., who has paid much
attention to the effects of the tariff on pri-
mary products throughout the Common-

wealth. The following list of prices was
taken from a station ledger and embodies a
comparison between the prices that obtained'
in the financial year 1912-13 and those oper-
ating, in 1939. To show the enormous rises
in prices that have taken place respecting
essential items that wool growers must pro-
cure in order to carry out their operations,
I shall quote the

Shearing =andleces

hand piece forse

emnery cloth,
S teernding oilNo t aaied wirA . rade wire netting,42 x Ii x 17 ..

Ameican axoess
Imported Stockholm ta
Kerosene ... ..
Jan .. .. ..
Bread .. .. ..
faking Powder ..
Dlark Chamipion tobacco
WVages, station hands ..

Second-class, rail fare-
Sydney-Warnrn ..

Book-keeping ledger ..
Freight on truck, sheep or

cattle, Warren-Sydnsey
Working men's boots

following:-
1012-73.
£ a. d.
2 10 0Geach,
1 4 0 doz.
0 50.o a 0esch
o 2 6 doz.
1 2 6drum.
8 5 0 ton

31 10 6 ile
o 4 0 each
o ii Odrue,
o 7 9 case
o o 5 tin
o o 3J loaf

1 0 0\ per
1 2 65 week

180
0 6 6 each

6 50
0 56

1039.
a. d.

17 6
8 o

13 01 0

6 6
14 0
0 0

6 2
10 6
760

17 0
o io
06
1 1

14 a
56@

0
1

2
I6

each
doz.

each

doz.
drum
ton

mile
each

ease
tin
loa
lb.

per
weekr

10
0 each

10
0

These comrparative figures indicate the in-
creased costs that have had to be borne by
those engaged in the sheep industry. When
I perused those details, I communicated
with the officials of the Railwvay Depart-
mieat. I think members generally will
agree that whenever they make inquiries
from the railway officers, those officials
have no hesitation whatever in assisting to
clarify matters. I asked what was the dif-
ference between the first-class fares for the
journey between Kattanning and Perth in
1912-13 as against those obtaining to-day.
I found that the first-class fare in the
earlier period was £1 16s. 5d. and it is
rather interesting- to find that to-day the
fare is £1 16s. 6d., an increase of one
penny. The return fare in 1912-13 was
£2 14s. 6d. but to-day the return fare is
£3 12s. 6d. Throughout the railway sys-
temn return fares have been increased and
sometimes the department will not issue
return tickets; in fact, they are obtainable
only as between certain railway centres.
As for the transport of stock from Katan-
ning to Perth, a small full truck for cattle
or sheep cost £4 7s. 6d. in 1912 as against
a charge of £6 17s. 6d. to-day, showing an
increase of £E2 10s. A bogie truck cost
ES 15s. in 1912, whereas to-day it costs
£13 15s. From a passenger point of view,
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our railway fares compare more than fav-
ourably with those charged in the East-
ern States. On the other hand, it is inter-
esting to note that in the other States
people travel by the railways, whereas in
Western Australia trains are certainly not
over-crowded because of few people travel-
ling from country districts or even within
the metropolitan area. While on this sub-
ject I wish to commend Mr. Seward, the
member for Pingelly in the Legislative
Assembly, who wrote a letter to the Press
some time ag complaining about rail-
way matters. For instance, take the
sleeper accommodation provided on the
Great Southern line. I have heard many
people say that they would never travel on
that line again. That was not because
the officials did not endeavour to make pas-
sengers as comfortable as they possibly
could, but because the seats were worn out.
Peculiarly enough, just when I was writ-
ing my notes for my present speech, I
noticed an improvement regarding the seat-
ing accommodation. On the train that 1
travelled from Katanning on Tuesday
night, I found the only new seats that
have been provided on the trains for a
very long time. They consisted of a type
of rubber cushion and were quite satis-
factory. I would like to know how many
carriages are provided with comfortable,
seating accommodation other than on the
goldfields express and the trans train.

Hon. W. J. Mann: Are they not avail-
able to every one,

Hon. H. V. PIESSE: Of course, that
should be Be.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: I presume they were
not specially supplied for you.

Hon. H. V. PIESSEa: They were not.
Then again, anyone who has travelled over
the railways in the Eastern States must
have noted the difference betwveen the re-
freshment room arrangements there com-
pared with those obtaining in Western
Australia. The Adelaide refreshment room
,s a credit to South Australia, and is cer-
,ainly the finest in the Commonwealth.
Compare the conditions there with what
we find here. Some time back, when the
early train for the Great Southern left at
7 am., members representing the South-
East Province and Assembly members from
that part of the State, were on some occa-
sions tempted to travel by it. Members can
imagine our experience when we had

break-fast in the refreshment room on the
Perth railway station.

Hon. J. Cornell: The tea served at Chid-
low's Well would not be tolerated in a
soup kitchen.

Hon. H. V. PIESSE: Of course not.
Members appreciate what happens at the
refreshment room at Perth when they sak
for a pot of tea. They get a cup of tea
and I am sure that if they wish to sample
the worst quality of tea procurable in Aus-
tralia, they can get it at the Perth Railway
station. It is certainly the worst tea that
I know of or it is badly made. On one
occasion I was in a hurry and I rushed in
to the refreshment room and asked for a
shilling's worth of sandwiches. When I
opened up tht parcel, I found there was
not sufficient butter on the bread to make
the slices adhere, with the result that the
sandwiches had separated. On top of that
I discovered that the meat was uncooked.

Hon. W. J. Mann: It might have been
margarine, not butter.

Hon. H. V. PIESSE: Perhaps margarine
would have kept the sandwiches together bet-
ter than the butter. I am not altogether
blaming the Commissioner of Railways, al-
though some blame should be attached to
him for the reason that the accommodation
provided at refreshment rooms is a positive
disgrace. Not only is it a disgrace in the
capital city itself, hut also at many of the
other stat ions along the various lines. I
have heard many people say that it has
not been possible to get a decent cup of
tea, but that is not surprising, remember-
ing the conditions under which the refresh-
mient has to be served. The first thing to be
done should he to provide reasonable accom-
modation for the contractor to enable him
to carry out his dutie" prope-ly. If that
were done, the effect might be to produce a
change for the better. Even Mr. Fraser in
the course of his remarks stated that the
refreshment rooms were a disgrace to the
State.

Hon. G. Fraser: I said the system was
a disgrace.

Hon. H. V. PIESSE: Either the system
or the accomimodation provided no doubt
prompted the hon. member to make his ad-
verse comments.

Rion. G. Fraser: There will never be an
improvement until the s *ystem is altered.

Hon. H. V. PTFjSSE: Then let us alter
the system. I come now to another matter
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that might be said to be a burning subject-
I refer to the resignation of Mr. C. 0. Bar-
ker who, at the general election, was chosen
to represent the Irwin--Moore seat.

Hlon. J. Cornell: Why refer to poor
Barker?

Hon. H. 17. PIESSE: His name has been
frequently mentioned in this building, but
everybody seems to whisper it in fear. I
assure members that I have no hesitation in
alluding to him, a not in a whisper. I
have before tue the report of the meeting
addressed by Mr. Barker the night before
Parliamnent met, a report taken from the
ttWheatgrower" newspaper. To say the
least of it, the accusations made by 'Mr. Bar-
ker against members of Parliament and
other people in Western Australia are as-
tounding. It makes me rather feel sorry
that 'Mr. Barker did not take his seat in
another place where he would have had the
freedom of speech about which he had so
much to say. He might or might not have
been able to produce some evidence in sup-
port of the statements that he has been malt-
ing publicly for many months past. On
reading a, report that appeared in the "West
AAsralian" on the 4th August, we find it
set out there that Mr. Barker referred to
rumours which hie said had been circulated
against him, rumours containing the sug-
gestion that he had been in trouble in New
Zealand and had served a term of three
years' imprisonment for forgery. Mr. Bar-
ker denied the accuracy of the rumours, or
the statement, and, after having resigned his
seat in the State Parliament, he declared his
intention of contesting against Mr. Gregory
the Swan scat in the House of Representa.-
tives at the next Federal elections.

Hon. G. Fraser: He exonerated us.
Hion. H. V, PIESSE: Yes, hut he said

that our Parliament was a glorified road
board. There were a number of other things
too that he said. Mfr. Bolton ran tell mem-
hers w hat he heard 'Mr. Barker say. In any
ease, Mr. Barker's opinions about us do
not worry me. The article in the "West
Australian" of the 4th August said, amongst
other things,-

He concluded with a statement that if their
allegations against him were true it WOUld
be just as impossible for hint to contest the
Swan seat and take it as it would be for him
to take a State seat. That statement raises
at question of fact which is of considerable
public interest. The Western Australian Con-
stitution provides in See.ina .31 M6' of the

Constitution Acts Amendment Act, 1899,
that "no person shall be qualified to be a
member of the Legislative Council or Legis-
lative Assembly if he has been in any part
of Her Majesty's Dominions attainted or
convicted of .. .. .. felony." The Common-
wealth Constitution Act says in Section 44
(2) that ''Any person who . , , . has been
convicted and is under sentence, or subject
to be sentenced, for any offence punishable
under the law of the Comumonwealth or of a
State by imprisonment for one year or
longer .. .. .. shall be incapable of being
chosen or of sitting as a senator or a member
of the House of Represent at ives. "

Tt will be observed that there are substan-
tial differences between the two disqualilica-
tions. In view of the lengthy arguments that
were waged on the interpretation of the
words ''absolutely free'' in Section 91 of
the Commonwealth Constitution, laymen, -and
even lawyers, might hesitate to be dogmatic
about the exact meaning of Section 44, but
Quick and Garran have given it the follow-
ing interprettion-''A person convicted of
an offence of any description against the law
of the Comnonwealth or against the law of
a State, whether it be felony or misdcmueaa-
our, or an offence punishable on summary
conviction, and undergoing sentence of ia-
prisonment for the term of one year or mote,
is disqualified for membership until he has
served his sentvee.'' The last six words in
themselves constituite an important distinc-
tion between the Commonwealth and State
Constitutions. This distinction is of interest
apart fromn any application it way or may
not have to any particular case.

I hare no personal gr-udge against Mr.
Barker, some of whose speeches I have
had an opportunity to hear. I think, how-
ever, that our electoral law should be
amended to provide against the acceptance
of the nomination of a person for Parlia-
mentary honours; if that person happens to
have been guilty of some misdemeanour. The
Electoral Act should be altered in that re-
spect to conform with our Constitution
Act.

Ron. J. Cornell: Any pr-ivate menter
can bring down a Bill to provide for that.

Hon. H- V. PIESSE: I consider it
is the duty of the Government to submit
such an nmendreent of the law, an amend-
ment that would have the effect of deter-
ring people guilty of some offence from
contesting a seat. We know what elections
cost, and I suppose the election that is
again to be held for the Irwin-.Moore seat
will i-un the country into an expenditure
of £C200 or £C250 to say nothing about the
s;alaryv that was drawn by Mr. Barker from
the dlate of the general election up to the
time of his resignation, or even the free rail-

125
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way transport of which he was able to avail
himself. Why should a man be elected and
have to withdraw at the last minute because
he discovers that he has contravened the
Constitution Act? Steps should he taken
to prevent the possibility of a recur Io.ntr;

of such an event. Had Mr. Barker been
able to remain in Parliament, it might have
been illuminating to hear what he had to
say when advocating, as he always did out-
side, the right of free speech.

The next subject to which I wish to refer
is that of the potato industry. Many of
hmy friends will smile at my mentioning thi.A
particular industry, but X should like to
explain my own positioki with regard to it.
and the interest I take in it. Just after my
election to this House seven years ago I
was present at a meeting of potato-growers
held at Albany, and, listening to their argu-
ments and the disabiities under which they
were labouring, I learnt more about the inl-
dustry than I ever knew before. I have
added to that knowledge since I have been
one of the representatives of the South-East
Province. This province embraces a con-
siderable area that grows this particular
primary product. Western Australia is
unique ill this respect, and if Tasmania
went out of the potato business to-morrow,
it would not be very long before our great
South-West and the southern portion of the
South-East Province would be able to supply
all the potatoes required by New South
Wales. I say this without hesitation be-
cause of the statistical information I have
been able to gather from the Agricultural
Departmnent. Incidentally I -was delighted
to hear what -Mr. Mfann had to say last
night about the marvellous South-West, and
I congratulate him upon the manner in
which he submitted his facts for the benefit
of members. 'Mr. B. 1T. Burvill and I re-
present this State on the Federal Potato
Advisory Board. Mr. Burvill is the son
of one who sat in this House for many years
and who rendered valuable service to the
Great Southern not only as a legislator, hut
as chairman of the Albany Road Board, and
the son has followed in the father's footsteps.
I should like to explain the duties of the
Potato Advisory Board and the reason for its
appointment. it wan created by the Com-
monwvealth authorities for adisory pur-
poses. it is a purely honorary board and
in most instances the members attending the
meetings d~o not draw expenses. Indeed
they pay their owny fares excepting, per-

liaps the representatives of Tasmania. That
State is in a unique position, since it is able
under its Plant Diseases Act to impose an
inspecting duty, I think of 3d. a bag on all
potatoes sent out of Tasmania. The late
M1r. Lyons while Premier of Tasmania
framed the regulations under that Act, and
those regulations provide for the payment
of the inspection duty to a boaird of growers.
The result is that that board has to-day an
income of between £E3,000 and £4,000 per
anum.

Hon. L. Craig: Who imposes that levy?,
Hon. H. V. PIERSE: The State on the

growers.
Hon. L. Craig: It is against the Constitu-

ti on.
Hon. H. V. PIESSE: Whether that

is so or not it is paid to the board and it
is used to the best advantage. Tasmania
advertises its product very extensively, One
has only to go to Sydney to notice the pic-
tures that are displayed of the produce of
that particular industry, and I have no
doubt that that advertising has something to
do with the extensive consumption of Tas-
manian potatoes in New South Wales.
Only a little while ago we were called over
inl reference to the embn: ' o, and we wanted
some information fromn New Zealand. it
was rather amnusing. We were sitting around
tho, table, and I turned to my colleague and
said, -11 think we will wire to New Zea-
land." Somebody else said, "How much
would it cost?" We had to refer back to
Tasmania, because that State was able to
send away wires and get all the informa-
tion it required. Possessing funds, it is
able to keep a staff in Sydney to-day Md
advertise extensively. The board confers
with the merchants in Sydney in fixinag the
price at which potatoes are sold every Mon-
day. M1y reason for pointing out these
things is that I "'as delighted to read in the
"West Australian' of Tuesday, the 15th
August, that the Agricultural Council-on
which Western Australia was represented
by the Minister for Agriculture, the Hon.
F. J. S. Wise-had agreed to recommend
to all the States the introduction of legislat-
tion for the registration of growers. I ri.-
not wish hon. members% or the people. ot
Western Australia as a whole to confuse
that suggested legislation with the propose~l
measure for the stabilisation of marketing
Two distinctly different points arc involved,
The registration of growers is purely a
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Scate matter and is being suggested for sta-
tistical purposes. I should like to read to
hon. members the plan agreed to at the
meeting to which I have referred. This
was-

The adoption by all States of legislation
on the lines of that embodied in the Bill to be
presented to the New South Wales Parlia-
ment to register growers cultivating potatoes
for sale. The conference considers that legis-
lation to this end is an essential prelude to
effecting a proper organisation of the indus-
try. It will enable the following very desir-
able aims to be achieved:-

(1) The maintenance of a record of grow-
era;

(2) The compilation of a roll of growers
which will enable an elected com-
mittee to be established in each
State (with a central Federal comn-
usittee composed of representatives
of the State committees) for the
purpose of promoting the interests of
tht, industry and of representing the
views of growers to Governments
when such is required.

My references to Tasmania practically
amounted to the same thing. If we had the
necessary legislation to provide for it, the
procceds that wve would collect would be
paid over by the Agricultural Department
at the will of the Minister for this purpose.
To continue my quotation-

(3) The provision of funds to enable the
committees set up uinder (2) to func-
tion effectively;

(4) the establishment of a means through
which growers can be directly con-
tacted for the purpose of securing
reliable statistical and other in-
formation concerning the industry;

(5, tacilitating efforts for improving the
cultural practices of growers and for
controlling diseases and pests.

It was also recommended that the Common-
wealth and State Government should co-
operate with a view to enacting legislation
to give effect to a plan based upon certain
recommendations.

I-on. L. Craig: is there not something
about price-fixing?

Hon. H. V. PIESSE: I will conic to that
directly. That is a totally different mat-
ter. I should like to state here that when-
over I have approached the Minister for
Agriculture in connection with attendance
at meetings in the Eastern States there has
been no hesitation on the part of the Pre-
mier 's Department through the instrumen-

tality of the Minister in gtdnting a free
pass to my colleague on the Western Aus-
tralian Railways. This has been greatly
appreciated by the groweis. The proposed
Bill to which I have referred would pro-
vide for the growers to obtain a license to
grow without restriction or application.
That is one of the points that, in view of
the marketing and stabilisation recommen-
dations, may occasion confusion in the
minds of some people. For that reason I
have taken the opportunity to endeavour
to explain the suggestion. The point is
that there will be no restriction so far as
acreage is concerned, but if a man intends
to plant over one acre of potatoes he must
have a license to do so, and he must be
more particularly under control of the in-
spectors-the seed iuspectors and so on-
and conform to the different planting rqgu-
lations.

Hon. A. Thomson: What is the area?

Hon. H. V. PIESSE: The grower of
one acre and over has to be registered. All
license fees collected and any penalties im-
posed under the Act would be paid into a
special account at the Treasury and Onl
the recommendation of the Minister for
Agriculture such funds could be made
available for the promotion of the produc-
tion, marketing, treatment and sale of
potatoes and for cxpenses incurred in con.

ction with visits to the Eastern States
by those concerned in the industry. The
inspectors now employed by the depart-
ment would be inspectors under this Act.
My reason for giving such a full explana-
tion of this measure is that when people
read what appeared in the paper on the
15th August they may be confused as to
the provisions of the proposed stabilisa-
tion plan and those of the registration Bill
that the Western Australian Government
will be asked to introduce. I might add
that just previous to the visit of Mr. Wisu,
to the Eastern States I had an interview
with him. I saw him at the request of
many growers who asked sae to place be-
fore him their requests for legislation of
this kind. Members will readily under-
stand that if this registration takes place
and any matter of importance arises, it
will be easy to get in touch with growers
and obtain a vote of any description con-
cerning marketing, price-fixing, restriction
of crop, or matters of that kind. More-
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over, it will be possible to keep Western
Australia's position before the importing
States, and this will be to our advantage.

lion. L. Craig: It is just organisation
that is required.

Hon. H. V. PIESSE: Yes, an organisa-
tion is required to enable us to keep in
touch. I should like to quote figures to
indicate the position of the industry in
this State. In 1928 the imports were 4,347
tons and the exports, 429 tons. In 1929
5,339 tons were imported and 1,306 ex-
ported. Those who do not know the situa.
tion may ask why there are exports from
this State and imports into it. The expla-
nation is that potatoes are a perishable
commodity, and iu certain seasons of the
year when the crops are harvested they
have to be disposed of. They are not like
wheat; they cannot be put in bags and
kept for ever. One of the unique features
of Western Australia is that potatoes can
be planted in practically every month of
the year in various parts of the great
South-West and in the South-East. That
is one advantage we have over nmnny of
the States. Furthermore, with our abund-
ant rainfall we can plant without irriga-
t ion.

In 1930, 2,150 tons were imported and
4,957 tons exported. The figures for 1931
were 1,551 toins imported, 4,820 tons ex-
ported and the figures for 1932 were 1 ,882
tonis and 730 tons respectively. I do not
propose to quote all the figures. Coining
to 1937 it is to be noted that wve imported
into Wetern Australia 3,000 tons and ex-
ported 3,062 tons. If members will refer
to the Lieut.-Governor's Speech they will
observe that 14,000 tonis were exported last
year. From the 1st January, 1039, to the
31st May-a period of five nionths-the
imports to Western Australia were nil, and
the exl)orts are estimated by the Commerce
Department at 19,186 tons. What would
the fliure have been if Albany had not suf-
fered from that severe flood'? Every
potato that was lost in Albany was lost to
production and to export. It' those pota-
toes had not been ruined there would have
been 24,010 tons available for export. I
wish now to qluote figures dealing with the
acreage planted and the tons of potatoes
harvested in Western Australia from

1932-33 to 1938-39. The figures are as
follows:-

Date Acreage. Return.
1932-33 4,971 22,309 tons.
1933-34 4,462 21,204
1934-35 4,030 19,162
1935-36 4,946 26,278
1936-37 4,324 22,914
1937-38 4,203 21,587

In 1938-39 regardless of the loss BUS-
tamned in Albany there w ere 6,000 acres
under crop which wvere estimated to return
32,000 tons, fromn which must be deducted
the 6,000 tons lost through floods. I could
quote many other figures, but I might
weary members. I do, however, want to
make the point that Western Australia to-
day stands far above any other State in
the matter of the production of potatoes
per acre.

The proposed stabilisation scheme per-
haps calls for some clarification. In the
course of an interview at Kalgoorlie yes-
terday the Minister for Agriculture made
reference to it. He said it had been decided
by the Agricultural Council to gain fur-
ther information concerning it and to send
out officers for this purpose all over Aus-
tralia, That is the reconmuendation that
wvent to the council from the Advisory Com-
mittee. I was instrumental in sending an
article to the "West Australian" published
oil the 15th August, sug-gesting- a minimum
price of £10 per ton for potatoes. Within
the last 24 hours I have been twitted about
that. The scheme as furnmished by me to
the "West Australian" and by my colleague,
-Mr. Eurvill, was brought about after a
conference with the Federal Department of
Commerce. Our thanks are due to that de-
partmenlt. It provided us with an honorary
secretary, and the wherewithal to gain in-
formation about the industry. This was
very helpful to the committee. We have
been ably assisted by all State officers. I
wish to congratulate Mfr. Morgan, who con-
trols the State department and who
has given excellent service. He and his staff
have been to a great deal of trouble and
have done their job wvell. MNv experience
is that one has no difficulty% wvhen approach.
ing the Minister for Agriculture in obtain-
ing all the information required. That has
been the experience of Mr. Burvill and my-
self on the occasion of our trip to the Eas-
tern States to represent the growers.

1 will not go into the details of the sta-
bilisation scheme. These are available to
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members. I should, however, like to read
the remarks I made 'when the question of
curtailment of acreage was brought up at a
committee meeting. M3y remarks were as
follows:

As a principle, acreage or production con-
trol was definitely undesirable. In Western
Australia there was mnuch land not now pro-
ducing potatoes which could still be brought
into effective potato cultivation. Western
Australia would be penalised more than" any
other State if a policy of acreage control
were adopted. We have, however, to face
facts, and it was no good for the potato
growers themselves if potato production were
developed to an extent that the supply out-
ran the demnand. and the prices were kept at
-in unprofitable level. This was a situation
,which had to be avoided and there seemned in
the circumstances to be no alternative if a
proper stabilised 'plan were to be conducted,'to imiposing seine degree of acreage or pro-
duction control or a combination of both.
It seemed to be in the interests of the indus-
try to do this, though lie personally was not
in favour of curtailing anyone's production.
The present growers after all were the ones
who bad withstood the test of timie and whose
interests should be safeguardea.

H1on. L. Craig: You cannot restrict pro-
duction.

Hon. H. V. PIES SE: -No one wants to
see production restricted. When speaking
to a juan in the lobby to-day I discussedl
the time when potatoes were worth 30s. a
ton. Members will recollect that notices
were put up in many gardens indicating that
pas~sers-by could help- themselves by digging
tip whnt they% required]. It is interesting to
note that during all the years of potato pro-
duction in Australia there has been only
one occasion when production has exceeded
the demand. Had proper organised market-
ing been in vogue the price would never have
been 30s. a ton. If the other States had
placed all their cards on the table and had
miarketingf been properly org-anised, the
price even in that year would have been a
reasonable one. Were I a rower and had
200 or 300 tons of potatoes on hand I would
not want to throw them away but would
wish to export them. So far we have had
no stabilisation of markets.

The great South-West has been referred
to. I take my hat off to that part of the
State. A few weeks ago a dinner was given
in my honour at Scott's Hotel, Mfelbourne,
and the main topic of conversation was Bun-
bury and Bridgetown. Those who gave me
the dinner had a marvellons time in the
South-West and they have been advertising-

those two towns ever since. I am not one
to decry any part of Western Australia. if
we could get proper organisation, of markets
to-i norrow we would secure a more even
p~ricc for our p)roducts than we ever had.
To-day Western Australian potatoes are sell-
ing at a high figure. Who is getting the
benefit of that increase., It would be in.
teresting to know,

Hon. J. -31. Macefarlane: Who is getting
iti

Hon. G. W. Miles: The middleman as
usual.

Ron. H. V. PIES SE: I am told the
middleman is benefiting by the increase.
That is only natural. I do not blame him.
it is the fault of the system. The middleman
has the right to buy when he chooses. That
is his business. When I Was in Queensland
in 'March, last year, I saw Western Aus-
tralian D~elawares fetching 5s. a ton more
than the choicest Brownell potatoes from
Tasmania.

The stabilisation scheme is said to be
based on the famous Brownell, as being the
biest potato grown in Australia. That is
not so, 'We can equal the prices obtained
for that lpotato with our own production in
this State.

Hon. J. 1. Mac-farlane: What about
egs

Hon. H. V. PIESSE: The thanks of the
potato growers of this State are due to 'Mr.
B. H1. Burvill and Mr. Pugh, and to the
people they got together to discuss the send-
ing of the committee to the Eastern States.
I told the Federal Government that the visit
was of national importance to Australia. I
said an endeavour had been made to fix a
minimum price for potatoes in Sydney, and
that this was being done for the sake of
the consuming public as well as for that of
the grower, and on the recom mend ationi of
Mr. Prowse, 3LH.R., the Department of
Commerce also provided free p)asses for all
delegates who attended the last meeting.
The thanks of the -rowers in Australia are
dlue for that service.

Han. R. Tuekey: I understand some grow-
ers do not want control.

Hon. H.~ V. PIESSE: Naturally that is
so in some instances. I have heard of people
in the South-West who have been making a
good living out of fruit-growing and fat
lambs. They have let some of their land
at a cheap rate for the production of pota-
toes, and have not worried whether those

120
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potatoes fetched £5 or £20 a ton. They
are apt to forget that the potato grower
may be making his entire living out of the
industry. Some people will not want con-
trol, but, in the registration of growers, no
semblance of control is suggested. I wish
members to understand that there is to be
no control and no reduction of acreage in
the proposed legislation that has been ap-
proved by the Agricultural Council. I hope
the Honorary 'Minister will do his best to
see that the legislation is introduced this
,session in another place, or i the Council.

Reference has been made to the great
North-West. During- the recess I travelled
by the "Koolinda" and the "Koolarna" and
visited a large area of country I had not
known before. I was astounded at the in-
formation I was able to gain, and feel sure
that it will he %,cry helpful to me when I
hear the great three representing the North
talking about it. I shall better understand
that part of the State and have a greater
knowledge of the conditions. No one can
claim that a visit on hoard the "K~oolama"
will make an expert out of a passenger.
Every mcumber of this Chamber should seize
the opportunity to visit the North, for tha
'would enable him to take a more intelligent
interest in the Press reports and in the in-
formation that is passed on from time to
time by people who know and understand
the North. Dr. Steinberg, as members know,
is in charge of the scheme for the founda-
tion of a Jewish settlement in the North. I
discussed that matter with many people I
met, and also had an opportunity to meet
the docton- Whilst at Wyndham I had a
grood look around and was amazed at the
fertility of the soil and the bird and animal
life I saw in the course of a 25-mile trip.
This is where it is proposed to have part
of the Jewish settlement. On the boat I
met a man who was stationed at Hall's
Creek and had many conversations with
him, as well as with other people who wore
also tratiellirig on the vess~el. In that way I
gained a great deal of information. Some-
times travellers make no effort to gain
knowledge.

Hon. HI. S. W. Parker: They may have
their lers well plled.

lion. 11. V. PIESSE: When people
mid practical experience of grazing
farmingx it is nnt "o eas;y to pull their
Next we visited Darwin. I know of no

have
and

port

on the north-west coast with greater oppor-
tunities for our secondary and primary pro-
duction. Yet during my stay there I did
not see one good fruit display. The fruit
produced in the West, if shown more care-
fully in that hot northern climate, would
Hi a readier sale, especially citrus
fruit. When I decided to go on the "Koo-
lama" 1 had a feeling of a thin time ahead,
as on our railway trains, but I must con-
gratulate the State Shipping Service on the
excellent way in which it looks after its
tourist traffic. I did make a mistake when
talking to the captain. I said to him, 'Your
little boat is very good."~ He corrected me:-
"The ship, you mean." Not being a sea-
faring man, I suppose I did make a
faux pas. But from the captain down to
the least important member of the crew and
staff, the attention given to passengers on
the trip up and back was outstanding; so
much so that I could name three Katanning
people on the "Koolaina" to-day whom
recommended to make! that trip.

One hears mnany adverse reports concern-
ing lumpers. I like to give credit where
credit is due, and I will say that the way
those men handled the "Koolama 's" cargo
wats a pleasure to see, In the main they
were most careful.

Hon. A. Thonison; Yolu mean the crew
of the ship?

Hon. H. V. PIESSE: Yes, the crew.

Hon. A. Thomson: You said the lum-
peN-.

Hon. H. V. PIES SE: I was greatly
struck to see how the crew acted as lumpers;
they were head and shoulders above the
professional lumpers at Darwin. I infer
that the selection of the crew must have
been very good indeed. While watching the
loading of meat at Wyndham I -was greatly
struck with the orderly manner in which
the loading was carried out. But what a
difference when one got to Darwin 1 It
was the difference between chalk and cheese.
We were received by a very large crowd
of men singing lusty songs, and three
cheers -were given for the crew because the
men who had promised to take work up
there had been stopped from joining the
"Koolama." I had an interesting talk with

9crlof those men, as we had a long stay
at Dairwin because of a short shower of

r, ip.

Hon. A. Thomson: It rained all day.
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Hon. H. V. PIESSE: Perhaps; but
n6t heavily enough to stop work, -I should
say. It was also extremely nice during
our visits to the various centres to he enter-
tained by leading citizens. The great source
of our information on tbht phase were my
two worthy friends Mr. Miles and M1r.
Angelo, 's.L.C., who showed us every
courtesy. I also wish to mention Mr. Dick
Cornish, whom I knew in Katanning as a
boy, He is the most enthusiastic Carnarvon
produter I have ever met. The ship re-
mained only about 40 minutes at Carnar-
yoti, but Dick Cornish showed us over all
the plantations in which he had an interest.
I brought away some splendid fruit from
that centre, grape fruit and mandarins of
which I have not seen the equal anywhere
in Australia. Production there is undoubt-
edly marvellous. Having regard to all the
good qualities of the North, I cannot close
m~y remarks on this subject without paying
a tribute to those great old pioneers who
may be said to have fathered the North. On
my return I read a letter in the "West Aus-
tralian" from a young man named Frank
Thomson, whose father, I may add, took
up a large sheep-breeding stud property
at Ks tanning. The references in the
young man's letter to what 'housewives
in the North bad to contend against in ob-
taining help were thoroughly true. The
same newspaper also published letters con-
cerning the North from Mr. Robinson. Let
mne say, finally, that during the winter
there is no better place to visit than the
North-West ports. I must not omit that
at Port Hfedland I heard excellent reports
concerning the Marble Bar goldfield. No
doubt I am taking up a great deal of the
time of the House. When I entered this
Chamber I said that travel was the great-
est information for members. I contend
that whenever they have an opportunity to
see the other parts of the State and to
see the production that is taking place, all
should seize that opportunity.

Now we come closer to home. I sincerely
hope that the Honorary Minister will take
a note of this point, and that at an early
date we shall see the erection of that court
house for Katanning promised by Mr. Col-
lier 11 years ago and the vote for which
still appears on the Estimates. I have
here a letter from the Narrogin Muni-
cipal Council asking mue to collaborate
with a member of another place to-

vi~ardls the establishment of a high school
in that important centre, or, failing that,
to have the necessary iniprcfements car-
ried out at the existing school. I specially
ask the Honorary Minister to take a note
of that item, because the town of Narrogin
is always growing and if the municipal
council asks for additional facilities and de-
scribes them as urgently needed, the state-
ment is undoubtedly correct.

Reference was made by Mr. Mann to the
Bunbury harbour. Wherever production
is created in this eountjry, the prod-acts
should be shipped front the natural port.
Though I am not an expert on the Bun-
bury harbour question, I have had several
opportunities during the last two or three
years to see the immense production of the
district. I repeat, wherever production
cakes place, it should*lbe shipped from its
natural port. That is why I consider that
all wheat grown on the marginal line at.
Wagin should be shipped via Albany. One
ha& only to read arguments about South
African coat of transport and American
cost of transport to know that the first es-
sential to cheapening transport cost is to
reduce grades. On the railway from
Wagin to Albany two serious grades
have to be contended against - one
at Moojebing and the other a~t Carbarrup.
A fully-loaded goods train leaves Katan-
fling. That can be dragged over the Car-
barrup hill. When it gets to IMt. Barker
it is shunted on to the siding. Then the
nest fully-loaded train comes up, where-
upon the two trains steam into Albany
with one engine. All that is needed to en-
able one engine to pull the double load
from Katanning is a reduction of that
Carbarrop grade. By reducing the grade
at Moojebing, the whole of the double load
could be hauled with the same engine
power from Wagin, instead of two engies.
Thus the load of each engine could he
doubled.

Hon. G. W. Miles: That is where the
Government could find work for the un-
employed.

Hon. H. V. PIESSE: Yes, and very good
work too. Some little time ago I had let-
ters from the Albany Chamber of Com-
merce and from the Mt. Barker Co-op.
Fruitgro-wers' Association asking me to
assist the member for the district in an-
other place and my colleagues here in con-
nection with a proposal to have a harbour

1.31
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board appointed at Albany, I believe the
necessary legislation has been passed: Mr.
Thomson can correct me on this point if
I am wrong. However, the harbour board
has never been brought into being by pro-
clamation. I now desire to give some fig-
ures relating to the Albany harbour with
which I have been supplie-

Capital cost of the jetties on 3/6/39-
£1 29,697.

Gross revenue during the last 10 years-

Y.E. 30th June. Y.E. 30th June.
X £

1930 .. ,377 1935 .. 11,601
1931 .. 8,610 1986 .. 10,663s
19-42 .. 12,114 1937 .. 14,418
1933 .. 7,740 1938 . 9,672
134 . 10,288 1939 .. 18,657

Total-113,145.

Expenditure is not separately recorded.
The following figures, which do not include
supervision or locomotive shunting, have
been extracted for tbe year ended
30/6/39--

(a) Upkeep of jetties exclusive of
buildings, permanent way anid
machinery .. . .2,006

(b) Working of jetties (i.e. wages of
lumprs) . . . . . .6,94

£38,950

The estimated revenue per 10,000 lamabs
exported is £E44.

(The above figures are only for portion of
port under control of railways.)

Harbours and Lights figures for 1938-39
.arc

Rev. pilotage
Tonnage

Expenditure

Net earning

f
1,025
2,908

1,561

£2,373

Hon. L. Craig: INo interest?

Hon. H. V. PlESSE: A net income of
£2,373 is available. I know that a deputa-
tion is to wait onl the Minister in connec-
tion with this matter. Representatives
from the Albany end will be present. I
have quoted these figures, because I cod-
:Sider that all possible evidence should be
presented to members. I have no objection
whatever to my friend, Mr. Mann, bring-

ing forward his important request with
respect to the Bunbury harbour; because,
-when all is said and done, that harbour

requires the expenditure of money upon it
and it is absolutely essential that the Bunl-
bury harbour should he deepened for the
purpose of the shipment of goods from the
district M1r. Mann represents. I shall not
object if (loverninient officials consider it
necessary to expend money on the Bun-
bury harbour; in fact, I would be only too
p~leased it that were done, provided it is9
Dot expended to the detriment of our nnt-
urnl port, Albany. I hope the Government
will give furthier consideration to the
building of offices for the Agricultural
Department. The present office accommo-
dation of that important depar-tment is a
disgrace.

flon. L. Craig: This House refused to
agree to the site last year.

Hon. H. V. PIESSE: I was pleased to
see in this morning's paper a report of
Mr. Moseley 'a remnarks at the opening of
the Country "Women's Association yester-
day with regard to the Native question.
Whilst visiting Darwin, I ascertained that
a large expenditure had been undertaken
by the Commonwealth Government for the
alleviation of aborigines. I am looking
forward to Carrolup being re-established
and proper facilities provided to assist the
natives,.1Mr, Wood, in his speech last
week, referred to the natives at Brook-ton.
I Can assure him that it is the wish of
the residents of the South-East Province
that every consideration should be given
to: those unfortunate people. My late
uncle, Mr. Arnold Piesse, took a very
great interest in the natives in my district,
and now, when the natives there hare any
complaints to make, they comne to wue with
themn. I personally have nmnny requests
submitted to ine by natives. I thank the!
depnrtment for its courtes;y and pronmpti-
tude in answering correspondence. I apo-
logise to hon. mnembers for taking up so
much time, anti I have much Pleasure in
supporting the motion for the adoption of
the Address-in-reply.

RON. L.. CRAIG (South-West) (6.41: It
is9 rather appropriate that I should follow
Mr. Piesse in thisi debate. 'Marketing or-
ganisation appears to he in the air at the
present time, and I propose to devote my
short sp~eei- alm ost entirely to the ques-
tions; of home, cons;umption prices and mar-
keting schemes. The time has come when
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the producers and the consumers, not only
in this State but in all Australia, should be
told the truth about the existing legislation
governing the marketing, principally, of
primary products. In case I should he mis-
interpreted, let me say now I thoroughly
agree that many primary industries do re-
quire assistance. I also agree that over the
years primary industries have contributed
materially to the building uip and carrying
on of our secondary industries. A comimit-
tee appointed by the Bruce-Page Govern-
ment-I think in 1 92 0-to inquire into the
incidence of the tariff on the wheat industry,
came to the following conclusions: "That, al-
though wheat was then 4s. 9d. a bushel, the
price would have to rise by 9 per cent. to
compensate the industry for the imposition of
tariffs." Over a period of 20 years, that sum
would amount roughly to £E74,000,000, so it
can rightly be argued that in 20 years the
wheat industry has contributed that enor-
mous sum towards the building up and car-
rying on of our secondary industries. Con-
sequently, the wheat industry, as well as
other industries on which bad times have
fallen, naturally claims that it is entitled to
protection and to higher prices than world
prices for its product. I agree entirely that
some assistance is necessary, but what is con-
troversial, what is doubtful, is the method of
the assistance that should be given. I am not
satisfied that the present home consump-
tion scheme is the best. I am aware
the problem is a difficult one to solve, as
I am sure members will agree, especially
after submission to them of figures relating
to the industry and the convictions of pro-
minent men as to the repercussions of home
consumption prices. Only to-day the head
of a department of a very large firm-one
of the largest in the State--said to me, "I
have been all day at a conference dealing
with rising costs. These costs have got al-
most beyond us; we do not know .what to
do. Whatever we do, the returns from our
business are less; whatever schemes we initi-
ate, our costs keep on rising."

Hon. L. B. Bolton: That applies to secon-
dary industries, unfortunately.

Hon. L. CRAIG: Yes. Although prices
of goods are not in all cases rising, higher
costs seem to be inevitable. Cost of food
is down to bedrock, yet wages and other
costs are now higher than they have ever
been. There must be reasons for tbat. One
reason, in my opinion, is the existing home

price scheme. Before I deal with methods
of assisting industry, I might with advan-
tage tell t~he story of the sugar industry.
I have obtained all the details and think I
might point out concisely what happens to
assisted industries. Above all else, I desirt,
that we should avoid in this State what
happened in the sugar industry. Up to the
year 1901, sugar was produced in Australia
almost entirely by Kanaka labour; hut after
Federation the Commonwealth Government
decided that that was incompatible with our
White Australia policy. In order to assist
the industry during the period when Kanaka
labour was being dispensed with, the Com-
monwealth Government devised its first
scheme to assist a primary industry. Ini
1901 that Government imposed an excise on
the production of sugar which continued
until 1913.

Hon. V. Haniersley: Victoria had been
doing the same thing for years.

Hon. L. CRAIG: I think the hon. mem-
ber is mistaken. The Commonwealth Gov-
ernment imposedl an excise on all sugar pro-
duced in Queensland, the proceeds of which
were paid into a fund. From that fund the
Commonwealth Government paid a bounty
on all sugar grown by white labour. The re-
bate, or bounty, was £1 per ton less than the
excise on the sugar. For the purpose of il-
lustration, if the amount were £5, the bounty
on sugar grown by white labour was £4. The
Commonwealth wade a huge profit out of
the excise. It collected £6,500,000 during the
period from 1901 to 1913, andt paid back as
a rebate, or bounty, £3,750,000. The Coin-
monwealth therefore made a profit of
£ 2,750,000. Members must also bear in
mind that during that period the sugar in-
dustry could not supply the requirements
of Australia. By 1913, all the Kanaka
labour had been got rid of, and sugar grow-
ing was entirely in the hands of white
people. In order to encourage the industry,
a duty was placed on imported sugar. Aus-
tralia was importing sugar up till that time.
The duty imposed was £C6 per ton on cane
sugar and £10 per ton on beet sugar. Later,
this duty was considered insufficient. The
industry was not run very well, as is usually
the ease with new industries. Therefore,
the Commonwealth in 1922 increased the
tariff to £9 6is. 8d. on cane sugar and £14 on
beet sugar. All this information is leading-
up to what happens when an industry is
over-protected. It is protected to the right
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amount at the beginning, but the protection
is not reduced when the industry becomes
established.

During the war period, the Commonwealth
purchased all the sugar produced in Aus-
tralia. At that time freights were difficult-
in fact, almost impossible-to obtain. The
Commonwealth told the sugar producers,
"We will take all the sugar that you pro-
duce.' The Commonwealth did so, and paid
a certain sum for it which was considerably
below world parity. Sugar was short dur-
ing the war. Had Queensland been able to
export sugar, a higher price could have been
obtained for it than that which was paid
by the Commonwealth. The difference be-
tween the price paid by the Commonwealth
and the price that could have been obtained
i the world's markets amounted to

15,000,00.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p m.

Hon. L. CRAIG: I was endeavourin~g
to lead up to a Point I wish to make
showing the results of high protection for
an industry without any power to control
the production of the industry, and what
the repercussions are. I had reached the
stage when the Commonwealth Govern-
ment purchased the whole of the sugar
grown in Queensland and paid considerably
less than world parity for it. The differ-
ence between the price paid and the price

onl the world market represented a total
of £C15,000,000. Sugar production in
Queensland did not progress as fast as
was expected, and in 1020 the price was
increased from £621 to £E30 6s. 8d. a ton.
In1 1923 when the local consumption price
was higher than that of imported sugar, a
complete embargo was imposed on imported
sugar, leaving the Australian market en-
tirely to Australian grown sugar. From
that point trouble started in the industry.
The production of sugar increased to such
an extent that the local market could not
absorb it, and the export market was unpro-
fitable. As in all these schemes unless con-
trolled everybody was endeavouring to sell
his sugar on the local market and no one
wanted to export. In 1930 the peak-
year scheme was instituted under which
certain areas in Queensland were licensed
to grow sugar. It was not said to
the growers in other areas, "You will
not be allowed to grow sugar." That

would have been unconstitutional, b ut it
was said, "The sugar grown in certain
areas only will be permitted to be sold on
the Australian market. Sugar grown out-
side those areas will have to be exported and
sold on thle world's market."

Hon. 3. A. Dimmitt: Was that constitu-
tional?

Hon. L. CRAIG; I understand it was.
The factories said, "We will not handle or
crush your sugar unless you abide by those
conditions." That was, the peak-year scheme.
All sugar grown out4rle licensed areas had
to be exported. The factories had a limit
on the quantity they could sell.

Now consider the repercussions. First
of all land values became unduly inflated.
Licensed land-land permitted to row
sugar for sale on the Australian market-
became worth £100 an acre, and that per-
tains to-day. Land of similar quality and
in just as Good a position was worth £5
an acre and it is -worth £5 an acre to-day.
Many holders of land worth £;100 an acre
sold out and were able to live on the huge
sums they received fromt the sale of their
land. Other people bought at those high
prices, and so the Australian price of sugar,
although too high as compared with world's
parity, was not too high for sugar pro-
duced on such expensive land. In effect,
the consumers of Australia are paying the
incomes of the people who retired on the
proceeds of the sale of their land. Costs
in Australia have mounted so hig-h, through
wages and the high prices of land, that the
price charged for sugar in Australia, al-
though a long way above the economic
value, is probably not too high in propor-
lion to the cost. As I said, the whole
scheme 'was inflated. Sugar 'was the first
industry in which production was restricted.
Following that came rice.

]Eon. J. Cornell: But the hon. member has
rnot told the House that there is an inter-
national agreement between the sugar ex-
porting countries not to cut each other's
throats in the matter of prices.

Hon. L. CRAIG: That is right; quo-
tas arc fixed. An agreement was entered
into by the Commonwealth and other
countries; that all exporting countries should
be placed on a quota, just the same as
with butter and lamb.

Hon. J. Cornell: And rubber.
lion. L. CIRAIG; Yes, and many other

products. I am trying to deal with the
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position from an Australian point of
-view in order to show that protected mar-
bkets, unless controlled, become dangerous.
Let wue now deal with a product raised in
my own province, namely, butter. The
-cheme of stabilisation in the but-
ter industry is operated by boards.
Each State biaa a board -which fixes the
price of butter, The surplus production
of butter has to be sold on the world's
market. Irrespective of the economic
-value of butter in the world's market,
the price in the State does not vary. The
'effect may be something like what hap-
pened in the sugar industry. These arc
points that I -wish particularly to stress.
After the war butter rose to 2s. 6d. a lb.
and later it dropped down to Is. 6d. a lb.
So high were land values that the producers
of butter said they could not make the in-
dustry pay at Is. 6d. a lb.; land values on
the north coast of New South Wales had
risen to £100O an acre. Imagine what dairy
farmers to-day would say to a price of
Is. 6d. a lb. for butter. They would jump
at it.

Hon. J. M.S Macfarlane: Some sold at 8d.
alb.

H~en. L. CRAIG: So inflated had the in-
dustry become that butter was considered
unprofitable at is. 6d. a ]b. Then it was
decided to organise the industry, and the
price was fixed at about is. Od. a lb. How-
ever, the idea in the first place was to im-
prove the marketinga organisation, improve
the quality, regulate the supply, and reduce
production costs, marketing costs, freights
and insurance. All those things were accom-
plished. In one year a reduction of £50,000
in freights was secured. The industry was
very profitable until the quantity that had
to be sold overseas became so great that the
average price received-that is, the mean of
the local price and the overseas price-
declined once more to the normal price, and
so the consumers in Australia were really
being charged for the cost of cheap butter
supplied to the people in England. That is
a danger in Western Australia to-day.

Assume that the price of butter here is
is. 6d. a lb., and the butter exported realises
is. a lb. So long as three-quarters of the
total production is being sold at Is. 6d.
a lb. and only one-quarter at Is. or 9d. a lb.
the average price is a fairly higzh and pro-
fitable one. But let the rever-se occur; sup-
Pose the local, 'consumption is 20 per cent.

and the exports represent 80 per cent., the
industry would again become unprofitable,
although the local people were being
charged a fictitious price. When an indus-
try is so protected, the price of the product
eventually declines to the level of what it
was before Protection camie at all, and the
producer receives almost no benefit from the
protection scheme. The danger is the
limited export market.

Hfon. G. W. Miles: You were going to
tell us something about rice.

Ron. L. CRAIG: That is a very small
item, but I shall revert to it later. Under
the present scheme, known as the home price
scheme, the consumer is charged an extra
price in order to maintain a fair price to
the producer. If over-production takes
place the advantage to the producer dis-
appears, and the disadvantage to the con-
sumer remains, flow are we going to alter
this? What other schemie is there?

Hon. 0. W. 'Miles: Would not the limit-
ing of production meet the position?

Hon. L. CRAIG: Limitation of pro due.
tion has to come in any industry that over-
produces. But there arc other schemes. The
qulestion that arises is this: Is a home con-
sumption price the best scheme? Professor
G iblint in giving evidence before a Royal
Commission, showed that in all home con-
sumption schemes the extra amount charged
to the consumer eventually falls back on the
producer or, as he terms it, the unsheltered
industries. He Presented figures that are
very interesting and help to bear out his
argument. He said the consumers in Aus-
tralia are divided as I shall show, and his
figures have never been refuted. He said
six per cent, of the consumers arc em-
ployers of whom two are farmers, while
17 per cent. are workers on their own
account, of whom seven are farmers.
Those would refer to small industries
such 'as shoe making, and so on, and
the farmers would be those who hare no
employees. Then he pointed out that 77
per cent. are employees, of whom seven
are farming. Therefore, of the total popu-
lation of Australia, only 16 per cent.
arc engaged in the farning industry. The
important figpures relate to the 77 per
cent who are employees, of whom seven
are farming. That means that roughly 70
per cent. of a population of Australia are
dependent upon arbitration awards. Their
wages and, in many instfances, their sal-
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Aries are subject to the cost of living regi-
mnen. Professor Giblin in pointing this out,
refers to the butter industry as one instance
and suggests that we take the average pro-
teetion at 6d. a lb., which is roughly the
position to-day. The difference between the
local price and the London price is 6id. a
lb., so butter is protected to the extent of
about 63d. per lb., which Amounts to, roughly,
£5,000,000 per annum. That means to say
that the consumers of Australia are asked
to spend £56,000,000 per annum more than
they would have to pay if there were -free
trade in that commodity. The professor
pointed out that within 12 months £4,000,000
of that money had been passed on from
the consumers% to the costs of industry. It
becomes part of the cost of living regimen
in respect of items such as bread, butter
and sugar. We all know that in no coun-
try throughout the world arc costs passed
on more quickly than in Australia because
the cost of living figures are adjusted every
quarter. A rise of 6d. a lb. in the cost of
butter is passed on to the employee in the
raised wages and immediately the increased
wages have the effect of advancing the cost
of production in the industry in which the
employee is engag-ed. Some of the indus-
tries are such that the increased cost can
be passed on to the products Jt those in-
dustries. On the other hand, many of
those products are taken into consi dera-
tion inl the cost of living regimen and
because of the increased wages, the pro-
fessor has worked out that within 12 months
£E4,000,000 of the £E5,000,000 has been passed
onl to the cost of industry. Within a very
short time after that cost has been passed
on to the product and within, I think he
said, two years, the unsheltered industries
are practically paying the whole of it. The
professor includes in the unsheltered indus-
tries wheat, wool and gold, pins a certain
number of people on fixed salaries and] a
few that cannot he traced. The professor
pointed out that by far the greater propor-
tion of that £4,000,000 is passed on to the
producers. Knowing that the cost of all the
butter bounty of £5,000,000, the sugar
bounty, the dried fruits bounty, the rice
bounty, and of all otlher bounties is passed
on, members will app~reciate the effect that
has on the indudries; that are not shieltered.
at all. It is inevitable that their costs should
mount beyond all recognition. To my mind
that is one reason why the basic wage is so

high, while food prices are so low. Every-
thing is passed on. The position is almost
impossible on stations to-day. We have been
engaged in the wool industry almost as long
as I can remember. As a boy I have a re-
collection of wool fetching is, a lb. in Lon-
don, and we thought that was marvellous.
In those days stations were profitable with
wool at that price. To-day we have no hope
of growing wool at any such price because
the cost Of everything we touch is two or
three times as much as it was formerly,
owving, to the added costs that are pa.,sed
on to the unsheltered industries.

Hon. J. 'M. 2laefarlane: And there is
every prospect of those costs being higher.

Hon. L. CRAIG: That is so. 1fm-
hers may say, "All right, what are you
going to doi The people of Australia, the
Governments of Australia. and the pro-
ducers are all crying out for a
home consumption price. If you do not
like it, what arc you going to do?"
Again I will quote Professor Giblin, but
before doing so I wouild mention that Pro-
fessor Brigden has pointed out that 80 per
cent, of all costs are wags in one form or
another. Professor Copland and Professor
Qiblin have pointed out that the honest and
right way to help industry is openly to
pay a bounty.

Hon. J. Cornell: That is nut the political
way.

Hon. L. CRAIG: I aim talking About
what is rig-ht. Eventually there may be an
awful collapse in Australia, for if the Lon-
don market is closed to us we shall be in a
most hopeless situation. We shall find our-
selves in the possession of huge quantities
of foodstuffs that we shall be unable to sell.
In the meantime the consumers of Australia
are being charged a long way more than
the economic value of the products they re-
quire. The professors hare pointed out that
a bounty paid straight from revenue is
something that is subject to the scrutiny of
Parliament every year. From the point of
view of Australia and of the consumers,
that is the right way to deal with the
problem, hut the producers naturally say that
that method is useless for their purposes be-
r'auq' they cannot make any long term
arrangementsz as they do not know that
the bounty will not he cut off in any
one year. They like the painless extractioin
methd. that is applied to our secondary in-
clustries so that no one knows of the protee-
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tion afforded the latter. Wre pay £C50 extra
when we purchase a motor car or 3s. addi-
tional when we buy a pair of boots, and
we do not know that we are paying for the
protection of industry. We pay and we do
not take any notice of the extra impost.
Therefore, the representatives of the pro-
ducers urge the adoption of the painless
method of extracting financial assistance, so
that if people pay is. 6d. a lb. for butter
or for some other article, they wvill not be
aware of the fact that they are paying a
bounty, orvan additional tax. Is that sound?
W~here will it end?

Take the position of the dried fruits
industry before it was organised. In those
days local consumption in Australia repre-
sented 85 per cent, of the output of the
industry, whereas exports represented 15
per cent. Under those conditiors the pro-
tected market was quite all right, because
we applied the excise charge to 85 per cent.
of the production and from that return paid
a bounty in respect of 15 per cent. In those
circumstances a penny excise on 85 per centt.
produced a large bounty for the 1b per
cent. What happened in the course ot a
few years? The position was exactly re-
versed. The home consumption of the pro-
ducts of the dried fruits industry repre-
seated 15 per cent, and exports 85 per cent.
Production is now controlled in that industry.
I have pointed out the correct way of deal-
ing with the problem, but not the popular
way. I have suggested helping industry by
a direct bounty from Commonwealth reve-
nue. A second way is to pay an export
bounty on every pound of butter that is
sent abroad. We could take any other com-
miodity but 1 mention butter because 1 know
something about that product and it is
easy to discuss. For instance, let us say
there is a bounty of 3d. a lb. What is the
effect? The local price immediately increases
by 3d. a lb., because the manufacturers say
they will sell on the market that pays them
best. With the payment of an export
bounty of 3d. a lb., the local price will
rise by a corresponding amount and that
evens up )the position. What is the
effect? Who pays? The effect is that half
of the bounty comes from Commonwealth
revenue anid the other half is paid by the
consumer. Another point is that such a
method would be under the scrutiny of the
Government and of Parliament and pro-
bably of the Tariff Board as well. Then

there is the Paterson scheme, but that broke
down. I presume members know of that
scheme. It was very successful until exports
were so great that Elhe whole scheme col-
lapsed.

During the course of my remarks lNfr.
Miles asked me to deal with the rice indus-
try. That industry was placed under a
board, for it was in a chaotic condition.
Everyone sought to take advantage of the
local market and over-production resulted
ver-y quickly. But the marketing was placed
on an organised basis, and to-day Australia
is producing- all its requirements in rice of
the highest quality in the world. We are ex-
porting ncarly 50 per cent. of the total pro-
duction and the success of the rice industry
in the Commnonwealthi is due entirely to the
restriction of production. Fice production
is controller] by a board and is confined to
ground of the proper quality. There is no
law that say.s that rice shall not be grown,
nor is there an 'y law that prescribes that
rice shall be grown only here or there.
The fact remains that ric ca erw

only u))ofl land that is licensed for its pro-
duction, and therefore unless an individual
belongs to the happy hand that holds that
land, hie cannot participate in the industry.
Land upon which rice can be grown is worth
up to £100 an acre, whereas areas nearby
arc not worth nearly so much.

The point I am making is that if we are
to have successful control of p~rimary in-
dustries, in the end we shall have to re-
strict production. That is a most unipopa-.
]ar dictum but, in 'fy opinion, it is inevit-
able. Some method must be evolved that
will have the effect of controlling the pro-
duction of wheat throughout Australia. It
is useless to pretend otherwise, or to say
that we must find markets for our produc-
tion. We must restrict that production.
That end can he achieved by saying that a
certain proportion of the wheat crop will
receive a home-consumption price or
bounty, whatever term may he preferred,
but beyond that the producers will have
to do what they can with their surplus.
The sooner the people and the producers
of Australia realise that if they are to
have a protected mark-et that will make
industr 'y profitable, inevitably there must
he restriction upon production. I. hate
to think of the day when the butter
market will be restricted, as it is likely to
be~ restricted. That is inevitable because
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already this year the British Government
has cut down the mutton and lamb quota
by 3 per cent. Here we are just starting
on the lamb-growing industry in this State
and England indicates to us that it is cut-
ting down its orders. What does the future
hold for us if there is already a reduction of
U per cent. on the mutton and lamb ex-
port' Is it not likely that it will be a great
deal more later on? 'What are we to do
with our surplus when that occurs The
butter industry is in danger; indeed the
whole of our export markets are in danger.
Let me tell members the story of the Fed-
eral Ministers who went Home last year to
renew the Ottawa Agreement with the British
Government and if possible to obtain some
concessions. In effect, what the Ministers
put up wvas this! t ,~V want you to give
preference to our primary goods; except
for Great Britain, we have no market, so
you must take our primary products. We
%till do what we can and will give you
preferenec for your manufactured goods."
Knowing that the British market had nearly
reached saturation point, Australia recog-
nised that it was essential for us to have
the right to search for other markets out-
siae of England. It was explained that we-
had to find a market for all the production
of Australia and in order to induce
other countries to take our lamb or butter
o0L sugar, we might have to take some of
their goods in exchange, and the goods
that they would want to sell us would be
goods that we were at present taking from
England. Therefore our trade with for-
eign countries would to some extent inter-
fere with our trade with England. That
was the Australian story. England said,
"rWe would like to take your goods;, we.
would like to give you preference; but do
not forget the detrimental effect on
our own producers. Our producers, who
are occupying expensive land, have to
stand up to competition, and so we
must do something to help them."
England further said, "We are also in a
bit of a mess, just as you are. Our strength
and our trade are dependent on selling manu-
factured goods to European countrie. We
cannot afford to lose that trade. We must
endeavour to maintain it. and, so that we
may sell machinery or anything else, say,
to Rumania or any other country, we have
to take some-thing in exchange from them.

What they have to sell us is what you want
to sell us." We know that that is so be-
cause only a few months ago England
bought from Rumania, in payment of manu-
factured goods, no less than 200,000 tons
of wheat. England was compelled to do
that, -which means, in effect, that probably
200,000 tons less of wheat will he purchased
from Australia. So the market position is
not easy; indeed, it becomes more difficult
as time goes on. The people of Australia
should look squarely at these schemes
and if it is necessary to assist an industry-
and I admit most of our primary industries
d0 require some assistance-would it not be
better to pay by direct taxation end in that
wvay keep down the colossal rise in the cost
of production which in the end, I am afraid,
may have the effect of destroying the in-
dustry, because costs of production arc get-
ting beyond all bounds. I had intended
say a few words on the proposed
Jewish settlement in the Kimberleys,
but I know that Mr. Miles has tons
of Kimberley thunder rumbling in his
burly bosom. He is possessed of all the
facts and he is responsible, perhaps more
than anyone else, for the initiation of that
scheme. Therefore I will leave it for him
to deal with.

Ron. J. Cornell: You would not steal hia
thunder.

Hion. L. CRAIG: I should like to say a
few words about redistribution of seats.
I agree with Mr. Parker that the present
distribution of seats, particularly as applied
to another place, is not quite fair. Last
night Mr. Heenan raised the question of
area. I admit that has to he taken into
consideration, but what has not been taken
into consideration is community of interest..
I do not know exactly how many mpmbers,
in another place represent the goidmining
industry, but probably there are nine or ten.
The point is that that great number repre-
sents one industry and probably three or
four could adequately represent it. We all
know the value of a vote-goldfields three,
agricultural areas two, and metropolitan areas
one. The agricultural areas cover many indus-
trjeq; which have nothing whatever in common.
'For instance, the wheat industry has no-
thin,- in common with dairying or the fruit
industry. There are some agricultural areas
in which the wining industry is carried on,
and wheat and wool are grown, and so we
find that five or six, or more, industries may
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be represented by very few members, where-
as one industry alone seems to need repre-
sentation by 9 or 10 men. I admoit that
the goldfields have very large areas, and
cover also pastoral land, but we know that
elections are generally controlled by votes in
the mining towns. Thus the same set of people
elect a great number of representatives for
the one industry. The Government should
give due thought to a redistribution of seats
Bill with a view to community of interest
receiving greater consideration than is the
position to-day. I support the motion for
the adoption of the Address-in-reply.

HON. H. SEDDON (North-East) E8.111:
I have listened with great interest to the re-
marks of Mr. Craig, who has dealt with a
problem of vital importance to Australia.
I should have liked him to carry his argui-
ments even further. However, I expect we
shall hear more on this important subject
from the bon. member on a future occasion.
In addressing himself to the Licut.-Gover-
nor's Speech, one must recognise that since
the last time the House met there has been
a general election and that a reconstructed
Government has taken the reins of office.
The Lieut.-Governor's Speech sets out the
legislative programme for the session; and
we know, of course, that the Government
claims that it has a mandate to put that
legislation into operation. There is one
question I should like to see the Government
deal with, and perhaps it will be given con-
sideration later on, and that is the position
which exists in this House regarding the
responsibilities that rest on the shoulders
of the Government's representatives. It has
always been a matter of wonder to me to
see the way in which, session after session,
Ministers here have had the responsibility
of initiating or piloting through this House
the whole of the legislation that has been
handled in another plate by seven Ministers.
When we have, as is the ease at the present
time, one Minister who is absent through
illness, the responsibility falls on the remain-
ing representative of the Government in this
Chaniber. Although I realise that the Gov-
ernment is in an awkward position, the fact
remains that something should be done to
assist the Minister here, such as, for in-
stance, getting some of the Government's
own members to take on the work associated
with the Minister's office. I consider that
the strain on Ministers in this Chamber is

tremendous and there is little wonder that
the gentlemen who occupy the M1inisterial
posts here become completely exhausted to-
wards the end of the session.

With regard to the legislation that is
forecast, the attitude of this Rouse, I think,
will be the same as it has always been.
Members here will be critical and will be
prepared to help where they think assistance
is needed and will give support to those
'mecasures that they consider are for the
benefit of the State Per-sonally, I intend
to follow that principle. Where I consider
criticism is needed, I shall be prepared to
offer it; where recognition has been due for
good work done, I have accorded it in the
past, and I am prepared to so accord it in
the future. Naturally, the question of
finance is given the most promnnce,
as it has always been givenm in the Gover-
nor's Speech, and wve find in that
Speech the comment: "It is necessary
that the closest supervision be maintained
over the financial position.' Unfortun-
ately, when one looks at the returns,
one cannot help thinking that that super-
vision might be closer than it has been.
The first thing we discover is a defi-
cit of £200,000 more than the estimate
for last year, that the expenditure is
higher than ever before, and that revenue
is running a bad second, as it has done for
quite a number of years. The monthly re-
turns for July established a record. For
the first time in the history of this State
the expenditure for the month of July ex-
ceeded £:1,000,000. Although the deficit
for July this year is certainly a little less
than the deficit for the same month last
year, it is very much higher than that of
the previous year or the year before that,
and although revenue is increasing, expen-
diture is growing far wore rapidly, and
this year we have attained the unenviable
record of an expenditure of £1,000,000 for
one month.

The Speech goes on to point out that
the Government intends to combine the fin-
ancial emergency tax and the income tax. I
remember that this was quite a prominent
feature of the last election campaign. Con-
sequently the Government will only be
carrying out what it promised to do on
that occasion. People were told that
the financial emergency tax would be
abolished. In the Governor's Speech we
are informed that the intention is to sinai-
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ganiate the two taxes, as of course this
House always understood would he done,
and that the tax will be collected in the
same way as the emergency tax is col-
lee ted, the two amounts being collected as
one.

lion. J. Cornell: The same amount.
Hon. H. SEDDON: I wish I could agree,

I think it will be more.
Hon. S. Cornell: I mean at the same

rate; in the same proportion.
Hon. H. SEDDO'X: I suggest that the

Government should tell us how much each
person will pay under the new proposal as
compared with 'what is paid under the pre
sent system. The Speech intimates that
greater effect will be given to the prin-
ciple of taxation according to ability to
pay. The Minister might be able to tell
us whether the intention of the Govern-
ment is to obtain more from the combined
taxes than it is securing by separate taxa-
tion, or whether it expects to get less. I
am inclined to think it will get more. Our
experience of the Government's taxation
proposals in the past is that they have gen-
erally resulted in considerably more money
being raised than was estimated when the
tax -was introduced.

Ron. C. F. Baxter: It would depend on
the exemptions.

Hon. H. SEDDON: Yes, hut I point out
that every taxation proposal brought for-
wvard in recent years has resulted in a con-
siderable increase in returns from that par-
ticular tax above what it was estimated
would be secured when the tax was im-
posed- The hon. member has dealt with
that matter on previous occasions. Past
experience has shown that the amount has
increased beyond the expectations even of
the Government. Knowing the Govern-
ment, I do not think it is likely to depart
from that programme in the future. So
that whatever happens as a result of the
new taxation proposals, we can be sure
that more will he collected than has been
collected in the past, or at least that will
b(. the intention.

lEon. J. Cornell: You and I can be sure
of one thing: we will pay more.

Hon. 11. SEDDON: Yes, I think our tax
will he higher than it is now. While I am
on the subject of taxation, I should like to
point out that a considerable proportion
of the national income is now extracted
from the people in the form of taxes, but

there must be a limit to that. The limit
will be found in the reaction on profitable
employment that takes place in the
country.

Member: The limit has nearly been
reached.

Hon. H. SEDDON: As the lioa, mem-
ber has Just said, we are getting near
to that limit now. There are other as-
pects of the financial position to which I
intend to refer later, hut I thoug-ht these
matters were deserving of mention at once,
because they appear early in the Lieut.-
Governor's Speech. I think we shall find
that my expectations will be realised.

The Government has embarked on a vig-
orous policy of promoting secondary in-
dustry. That is entirely a step in the right
direction. I was pleased indeed to read
the articles appearing in the "West Aus-
tralian" a few weeks ago dealing with
the result of the visit of the Minister for
Industries to the Eastern States where he
interviewed manufacturers with a view to
inducing them to commence operations in
Western Australia. Sonic interesting in-
formation was also made available to the
people of Western Australia only last
week, when a speial supplement of the
"West Australian" was issued, dealing
with the subject of secondary industries.
That supplement brought out some inter-
esting and illuminating facts. The Govern-
ment's policy in this direction is a good
one and I am entirely in sympathy with it.
Mly only regret is that it is so belated. We
eon remember how this State was shaken
by an economic earthquake seven or eight
years ago. The State 'was faced 'with sev-
eral problems and various steps were advo-
cated by means of which the vital que-Aion
of unemployment might be dealt with.
That question is really behind this propo-
sal to establish secondary industries. I
trust I shall be pardoned if I quote from
"Hansard" of that time, becau se I had
some very pertinent remarks to make with
regard to the establishment of secondary
industries, and especinily the effect of the
policy that the present Government is put-
ting into operation, namely, eadeavourinq
to supply from this State those commodi-
ties that are being imported at the present
time. Speaking on the matter on the 9th
September, 1.930, I dealt with the question

oif inmport,; and said-
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I have Worked Out the impforts of Western
Australia and divided those figures into
various classifications of imports. Ff we take
our imports under the bead of agricultural
and divide themt by the local produetion per
head, it appears that our imports wonld pro-
vide eiflploynient for 2,575 persons. In the
case of pastoral they would provide eniploy-
ment for 556, in the ease of dairylug for
1,556, in the ease of forestry and fisheries for
1,130, in the ease of wnining for 2940, and in
the ease of manufactures for 45,629.

The figures for manuf acturing are
worthy of note, because the 45,000 people
referred to would have incluided the tre-
mepndous army of unemployed we bad at
that time. It certainly emphasises, the fact
that here was a line that could wrell have
been adopted by Governments as a major
activity, and I say the pity is that we have
waited until the present time, when wxe are
on the eve of another financial depression,
before we attack this problem. Incident-
ally, there it. one factor that largely governs
the establishment of manufactures in West-
ern Australia. If the figures given in the
Commonwealth Year Book regarding the
capital involved in the provision of plant,
machinery, buildings and land are examined,
it will he found that the capitalisationa per
emnployee is fairly high. At the time I
quoted those statistics, it was in the vicin-
ity of £500 per employee. On tile fig-ure~s
given in thle "West Australian" last week,
the amount is slightly less;- it is about
£497, very close to £500. That does indi-
cate a factor that wvill have a very import-
ant effect on the establishment of secondary
industries in Western Australia, and that,
is the enormous capitalisation involved. That
eapitalIisation is naturally associated with
factory production, for the reason that
to-day such production is tending more and
more along the lines of mass production.
In order to keep costs down, machinery is
increasingly employed, and the result is that
capital expenditure is considerable. Then
mass production is essential in order to utilise
in the most economic and efficient mannner
the machinery installed. That brings me to
the question dealt with jnst now by 'Mr.
Craig, the question of the size of the mar-
ket. These factors, I think, have had a
very material effect in the past in restrain-
ing tbo establishment of factories in many
industries in Western Austratia.

The position really resolves -itself into
this: the Minister ia the course of his
activities in the Eastern States approached

manufacturers and asked them to establish
branch factories in this State. Those manu-
facturers, sympathetic as they may be to
the Minister's request, when they arc coni-
fronted with a proposal of that description,
have to take into consideration many fac-
tors. I have inista need one, the most im-
portant, namely, the question of capitalisa-
tion associated with a new factory. There
is also the question of overhead expenses
and of management. Thle matter of man-
agement. is always very serious because
when a mnan has his factory uinder his own
eye there arc many things over which he
can exercise control, but if the factory is
a branch factory it becomes, a matter or
management by a deputy; and from what
I can gather. the hardest manl in the world
to secure is thle man who is capabhle of look-
jng after your affairs as well as you can
look after them yourself. There is ulso
the question of the duplication of equip-
ment to he considered. It appears therefore
that the Minister took on a pretty large task

when lie undertook to endeavour to effect
the establishment of secondary industries
ii, Western Australia. At the same time
I do not intend to offer him anm, discour-
agement because I think it is the duty of
everybody in this State to give whatever
help he possibly canl. I am simply point-
ing out the difficulties uinder which he will
be working. If I may be allowed to do so,
I suggest that there is scop~e for the estab-
lishment in Western Australia of newx indus-
tries that offer a better chance of suc-
cess than is afforded by endeavouring to in-
duce firms to establish branch factories
over here and make in this State goods
they are at present supplying from factories
in the East. There is not the slightest doubt
that the vital part of the Minister's activity
is going to he that of industrial edu-
cation. A controvers 'y has been taking
place in the Press between the Minister on
one hand and M1r. Baxter on the other. A
good deal of industrial education is being
afforded the people of Western Australia as
a result of that controversy. People are
being apprised of industrial conditions to
a greater degree, I think, than in the past.

Hon. J. Cornell: They are tired of read-
ing the controversy.

Ron. H. SEDDON- I consider it will be
found that there is better scope for the
establishment of new industries or the ex-
tension of activities of existing factories than
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there is for the introduction of branch fac-
tories by Eastern States firms. There has been
a considerable alteration in regard to indus-
trial matters in Australia daring the last
year or t-uo. For instance only the other
day I read in an English paper that ar-
rangements had been made for the export
of 50,000 tons of Australian steel. This
is a most important departure. Up to
the present we have not been able to estab-
lish much in the way of an export market
for our manufactured products. The ex-
ports have consisted mainly of minerals, and
of primary products such as wool and
wheat. Now we have a state of affairs in
the world where it pays to export Austra-
lian steel and there is a ready market for
it. In this State we have a steel factory
that is making. a high-class article. Appar-
ently the activities of that establishment are
net sufficiently great for them to receive
recognition in die list of industries that re-
cently appeared in the "West Australian."

Other industries to which I may refer as
sejentific are established here and they offer
an opportunit for expansion. The pub-
lished table showing our imports indi-
cates that we are bringing into the State
a large quantity of rock phosphate and
sulphates, both of which are required in the
production of the superphosphate used on
our farms. Western Australia has deposits
of phosphates but I do not think they have
been thoroughly investigated. Had that
been done, possibly the 4,000,000 cwt. of
phosphate that we import might have been cut
down to a smaller quantity by reason of our
being able to produce some of the phosphate
locally. The position as to sulphur is differ-
ent. There is no reason why so large a
quantity of sulphur should be imported,
seeing that thousands. of tons of that coin-
moditfv go out into the atmosphere every
year from our mines, on the goldfields, and
thus are wasted. The sulphur could be cap-
tured, and used for the production of Sul-
phuric acid required in the manufacture of
Rupvrphosphate.

Hon. J, Cornell: That has been going on
for 40 years.

Hon. H. SEDDO'N: The position has been
intensified since the introduction of the flota-
tion process. That has resulted in the con-
entration of sulphides. TYnder the modern
proeec-ses of manufacture the gas which
parse,; from the suiphide is highly charged

with sulphur dioxide, and can readily be
converted into sulphuric acid, in a way not
possible a few years ago. When the gases
were contaminated with arsenic, it was im-
possible to use them efficiently in the con-
tact process. A modemn plant now using
other catalysts has been evolved, and is used
in various parts of the world to deal with the
impure gases; and by the use of that plant
it is possible to manufacture the sulphuric
acid so essential in the production of super-
phosphates.

Hon. C. F. Baxter:- Would it not be a
matter of cost?

Hon. H. SEDDON:- By creating the gaszes
we are doing a part of the work already.
It is a matter of converting the gas into
trioxide.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: Would not the rail
freight he 'higher than the shipping freight!

Hon. H. SEDDON: We should not allow
the Railway Department to interfere with
the establishment of local industries. Freight
is secondary only to the establishment of
any profitable industry. Recently it was
pointed out that 47 per cent. of our exports
consisted of gold.

Hon. J. Cornell: In money, not in wreight.
Hon. H. SEDDON: In Australian cur-

rency. Members will thus realise the im-
portant part that goldmining is playing in
the economy of Western Australia. I con-
gratulate the Government on the appoint-
ment of an officer and a committee, as re-
ported in the Press on Tuesday last. That
is a step in the right direction. If we re
to judge by the particulars of the officer,,;
career as published in the "West Austra-
lian," it appears that the Government has
had regard for the efficiency aspect in
developing our secondary industries. Appar-
ently the appointment of this gentleman has
been made because be is an efficiency engin-
eer. Members may -recall that last session
I pointed out that the man who was wanted
to develop our industries was one after the
ty.pe of Henry Ford. The Government
seczn. to have had that in mind when making
the appointment. This; officer has been
studying industry from the standpoint of
an efficiency engineer. Rle tells us that he
intends to make a study of industrial methods
in America, -which shows that he is alive to
the importance of efficiency cmzineering as
applied to our industrial establishments.
When one considers the critical attitude that
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has been adopted by followers of the Gov-
ernment towards efficiency methods in the
past, one must admit that it has done a brave
thing in appointing this officer and giving
him the responsibility of practically acting
as technical auditor to the manufacturers of
Western Australia.

lHon. J. Cornell: I would say 90 per cent.
of it is due to the Minister himself.

Hon. H. SEDflON: I am not minimising
the work of the Minister. The choice of this
officer is a credit to whoever was responsible.
His reports must certainly be made available
at the earliest possible moment, and pre-
sented to both Houses of Parliament. That
is very important. If this officer and the
committee working under him do their duty
efficiently, some very interesting information
will he made available to the people of the
State. The Minister's desire to undertake
the industrial education of the public will
be more than fulfilled, for the community
will have to face some very important and
vital facts associated with our industrial
activities. It would be sound policy on the
Government's part to table these reports in
both Houses, and to give them the publicity
they deserve, if the work is to be carried to
a logical conclusion.

I now come to the provision of capital for
secondary industry. The source of that
capital is usually the investor, particularly
the small investor. In connection with Gov-
ernment activities, the policy in the past has
been to borrow money. The day of State
trading concerns and establishing new ones
is past. The capital was provided out
of loan funds. The amount of loan
money that will be available to the
State Government for some time is very
limited. Consequently there is all the more
reason why the Government should firstly
encourage the investment of private capital
in this State, and secondly protect the small
investor and see that he gets a fair deal
when he invests his savings. I was very dis-
appointed, when reading the table of pro-
posed legislation, not to find mention of a
Bill, so long overdue, to amend the Com-
panies Act. In one respect that Act is in
urgent need of being brought up to date. I
refer particularly to what is known as in-
vestment trusts. This is a development that
in recent years has occurred in nearly all
countries, and each of these countries has
experienced a need for legislation.

The establishment of investment trusts in
England was called for because numerous
small investors were endeavouring to invest
the savings they had accumulated and obtain
a reasonable return. By reason of the mag-
nitude of the share issues the small investor
would ordinarily be unable to invest his
nmoney in that way. The bright idea then
occurred to some big people of adopting the
principle of investment trusts. When a
trust is formed a sum of money is set aside,
anything from Z5,000 to £20,000. This is
invested in a number of well-known and
tried concerns, the shares of which are be-
yond the reach of the small investor. The
capital of the trust is cut up into
a number of units, anything from £C1
to f5. These units are sold to the
man who wants to inyest his savings.
When he invests he knows that his money
is going into some of the big, sound concerns
that have been operating for some time,
have been paying good dividends, offer a
reasonable rate of interest, with a fair and
reasonable margin of safety. Provided that
the trust is in the hands of men whose in-
tegrity is beyond question, whose financial
ex perience is such as to enable them to make
a right selection of investments, and who
are strong enough to take upon their shoul-
ders the responsibility of acquiring the
securities making up the trusts before they
begin to issue units to the public, the posi-
tion is fairly secure for the investor.

Hon. G. Fraser: We have had one or two
unpleasant experiences here.

Hon. H. SEDDON: I am just coming to
that aspect. Some people establish so-called
trusts and endeavour to pay their way out
of the money they are raising. Such people
are looking for trouble, and do not give the
bone fide investor the opportunity and safety
he is looking for. Consequaently there is ur-
gent need for amending the Companies Act to
provide that no investment trust shall be
started in this State, whether registered
here or anywhere else, until at least three
important conditions have been observed.
The first and most important condition is
that the integrity and the record of the
persons associated with the trust shall be
beyond question.

Hon. E. H. Angelo: Who decides that,
the Government?9

Hon. H. SEDDON: That could be pro-
vided for in the measure. It should be pos-
sible, before registration is granted and a
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share is sold, to investigate the history of
every person connected with the institution.
The second condition is that we shall know
the trus't is iii the hands of people who
know what they are dealing with. Thirdly,
inves.tors must be clearly told what their
mroney is9 to be invested in and the value
of the sfecurity. Tn the Old Country these
trusts have been running for many years.
Some of them possess capital running into
millions of pounds. They have had remark-
able success during recent years in maintain-
ing the stability of the market, which other-
wise would hove collapsed again and again
under the impact of disturbances. Time
after time investment trusts have taken ad-
vantage of falling prices to buy up securi-
ties and add them to their portfolios. This
has had a steadying influence on the market
for securities. As a rule the securities are
held by a hank. They are vested in trus-
tees. In some instances the trustees have
power to change those securities;, in other
instances they are rigidly bound by the trust,
and securities purchased must be among- the
securities in -which the trust is authorised
to invest. Thus the conditions; associated
with those trusts in the Old Country are
devised entirely to protect the investor and
conserve the savings which are so important,
and becoming increasingly important, for
the development of industries. I hope the
Honorary 'Minister in his reply will be able
to tell us that the Government intends to in-
troduce legislation dealing with this develop-
ment, which is assuming large proportions
in Australia.

New industries arc being established in
Australia to-day. I read recently that
it is proposed to manufacture alumninium
iprodndts in one of the other States.
In Tasmania a factory is being established
to manufacture metallic magnesium. Those
two metals are absolutely essential to the
manufacture of aeroplanes. Starting with
one new industry, new employment is pro-
vided, absorbing people who at present can-
not find emplo 'yment.

Not loner ago there -was a report fr-nm
the Commonwealth Bank dealing with the
question of loan failures. A most impor-
tant document, it sounded a note of war--
lug to the Australian people, and sePt Olt
certain facts, very clearly and very simply,
having a most important hearing upon the
future prozramme of this Commonwmilth.
When we realise the enormous s;ums it is

proposed to raise for defence purposes, and
when we remember how recent loans have
had to be supported, we should all feel se-
Oils conern as to what will happen iru the
immediate future. In the report, which
was published in Canberra on the 30th Jlune
last, certain thing-s arc set out, as follows-

-Vital factors in the failure of recent Gov-
ernment loanls are revealed in a coinfidential
memorandum from) the Comimonwcalth Bank
Board to macobers of the Loan Council.

The nalysis of contributory causesS sho1Ws
that the competition of senil-government
plans with national issues had prodnced a
critical situation whenr the Fedi Treasurer,
Mr, Nfenzies, insisted at last week's Loan
Council meeting tipon stricter supervision of
senii-government borrowing.

Hitherto unpublished facets contained in
the memorandum imelude:

(1) Excliding this inouth 'a £4,750,000 ]oan,
the Comm nonwealth Bank itself contributed
£12,000,000 of a total of £35,000,000 raised in
Government loans in 14 months. The hank
contributed £5300,000 to the last issue, in
addition to funding £-3,000,000 of Treasury
bills before the flotation. The hank must also
carry a substantial amount of the £E900,000
hr which the loan was under-subscribed.

(2) Recenitly baniks have reduced substan-
tially their holdings of Government securi-
ties.

(3) After allowing for saethe support
of insurance companlies, state Savings flanks,
a nd superannuation funds for Government
loanls is now negligible.

(4) Approved advanics to 'Newr South
WVales bunilding societies exceeded £10o,000,000
at the end of 1938, and had a marked ad-
verse effect on Commionwealth loans.

A little lowver down the report refers to the
change of policy on the part of Australian
financial institutions. The reCmarks are
highly pertinent-

''A few years ago,'' the ,,,enorandulnt
adlds, ''State Savings Banks, life assurance
comipanies and superannuation funds1 used to
increase their holdings of Government secuiri-
ties hr amounts ranging from £0(,000,OhlO1 to
£10,000,000 a year. This represented from a
quarter to haLf of the totail of new issues.
ReauseL Of the attractiveness3 to these insti-
tutions of loans to senti-gorerinment and
local authorities and co-operative buililng
s4ocieties, their support for Gonvernment
lonns, after allowing for sales, is negligible.
As welt as subscribing less to new lonis the
information we have, tliongh incomplete,
suggests that thevy are now, as a group,
actually reducing their holdings of Govern-
mnent securities by selling them on the market
and investing the proceeds in semi-govern-
ment loans.''

Tni conclus;ion the report stated-
Four reasons advanced by the flank Hoard

for difficullties in raising loan money
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required by Governments and in keeping
interest rates down are:-

(]1) The check in the increase of national
inconle this financial year.

(2) The growth in semni-governmental bor-
rowring during the past two years.

(3) The expansion of building activity and
the growth of the co-operative building
society nmovenment in New South Wales.

(4) The effect of semi-government borrow-
ing expansion and building activity on the
investnient policy of life insurance offices,
banks, frienidly societies and Government
superannuation funds.

In other words, we have at last had
brought home to us by the leading financial
authority of Australia the fact that funds
for investment are not unlimited, and
furthermore that people who are investing
money most naturally look in the direction
where they can get the best return for the
funds of which they are the guardians.

There are a f ew other remarks I wish
to make. Firstly, I notice that the Gov-
*ernment has lpgRt the superannuation
scheme into effect, with the result that, as
I think, the fund will be providing a con-
stantly increasing amount, year by year,
which presumably will be invested in our
Government works and will he the means
of making uip some of the loss which is pos-
sible from the restriction of loan funds as
the result of loan flotations.

Next, I wish to speak of a few matters
affecting the goldfields. The first question,
naturally, is that of housing. I do not want
to weary members. I have referred to this
question year after year, as have other
goldfields members; and despite the large
number of houses which have been built
on the goldfields, the demand for houses
is just as acute as even. Mr. W. B?. Hall,
when he speaks, will inform members re-
garding the demand which exists in the
road board district for blocks. In the reply
to a question asked by Mr. Cornell to-day,
it was stated that the Workers' Homes
Board has built some 59 houses on the
fields, but that the demand is as acute as
ever. The policy of the Workers' Homes
Board should be eonsiderably improved
and extended, after the example of Great
Britain and New South Wales.

Hon. J. Cornell: The goldields are get-
ting 16 workers' homes per -year.

Hon. H. SEDDON: In connection with
the Workers' Homes Board, a certain
sum was set aside years ago f or the

building of houses on the goldflelds,
and it was provided that as the instal-
ments came in, they would be used as capi-
tal for the building of further homes. The
number to be built each year -would be 16.
If the British scheme were followed, the
mioney could be made to go three times as
far as is the case now. Under the British
scheme the Govern ment finds one-third of
the cost of the house, two-thirds by
the building society, and the remaining
ten per cent is found by the purchaser.
Under that scheme the Government, in-
stead of providing the whole cost of the
house, would provide only one-third, the
formation of building societies-a most
desirable form of investment-would be
encouraged, and the result would be that
the building programme would be consider-
ably accelerated.

Another difficulty now existing on the
fields in connection with hous&s relates
to the sale of town lots. Some years ago
the Government established a thoroughly
sound policy of granting 99-year leases
for a rental of something like ills, a year,
with the result that people obtaining the
blocks could put up homes without incur-
ring much expense in the purchase of land.
Unfortunately that, excellent policy has
been seriously initerfered with by the acti-
vities of certain people who have bid at
the auction sales conducted by the Govern-
ment, with the result that prices have been
run up to very high figures. They have de-
feated the objective of the Government,
and although the Government has endea-
vouredi to correct the evil by including in
the lease at clause that the house must be
built within six mionths or the lease be for-
feited, that has not bad the desired effect.
Very high prices indeed are being paid by
people who are purely speculators in the
blocks, whereas the Government's objec-
tive, and I think the desire of the Legisla-
ture, is that the blocks should be available
to the people requiring them, at as reason-
able a price a-, practicable. Evidently the
intention of the purchasers to whom I
have alluded is to make big profits out of
re-sale of blocks. The practice is one that
should be condemned. A proposal has been
made that the blocks should be submitted
to ballot, If that course is adopted, then
in my opinion the ballot will have to be
set out and conducted by Government offi-
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-cers. In this way the people may get a
better deal.

The next question I want to deal with is
that of goldfields railway transport. Cer-
tain figures have been presented to the
House with regard to the operation of
Diesel curs. Those ears are doing wonder-
ful work, and are earning quite a deal of
revenue for the Government; but they cost
a lot of money in the first place, and appar-
ently the Government finds itself in this
position, that although there is a demand
for Diesel cars so that railway transport
may be more rapid, the Railway Depart,
ment is restricted to the original half-
dozen bought and now on traffic. It is a
lamentable fact that it still takes as long
for a passenger train to get from Ral-
goorlie to Leonora and Laverton as it toolk
35 years ago. In fact, I am not quite
certain but that the trains take even
longer now. As M1r. Craig has remarked,
the goldfields have 12 members in another
place, and I think it is about time that we
got a better deal from the Government in
regard to transport. I believe the Minister
for Railways to be entirely sympathetic
towards the position. It affects his own
electorate as much as it affects the North-
East Province. The time has arrived when
the question should be taken up, and when
we should get a transport system more in
accordance with modern ideas. According
to the figures given to-day, passenger traf-
fic in the north country has fallen off in
the course of years. Experience has shown,
however, that as soon as a Railway Depart-
ment provides a reasonably fast transport,
it gets all the traffic it wants, or even more.
I contend that a system of transport on
the goldfields which will provide these cen-
tres with the daily paper on the day it is
printed, and which will deliver vegetables
in a -reasonably fresh state, will also secure
a large increase in traffic-

Hon. E. Af. Heenan: You get your vege-
tables from Adelaide.

Hon. H. SEDDON: For vegetables to
reach Leonora or Laverton takes nine or
eleven hours by rail. If a motor truck were
employed, they could be delivered in
four hours to Leonora and in 51/ hours to
Laverton; and it must be remembered that
some parts of the road are not the best
in the world. if it is possible to travel
by road in that time, it should not he
beyond the capacity of the Railwayv De-

partmnent to make delivery in the same
time by rail. Why should not the depart-
ment provide the district with a bus similar
to those used by the Mletro. Bus Co.?' The
bus could be so fitted as to run on rails.
It would be much cheaper than the Diesel
ears which are used in the agricultural
areas. It would speed ui' the traffic and
provide reasonable transport facilities, not
only to the north, but also to the ;outh. I
uinderstand Norseman is now the second
largest mining town in the State. The
mining communities ore entitled to better
transport service, and I trust the Govern-
ment will give the matter its earnest con-
sideration and afford us some assistance
along those lines. The cars I have referred
to would be but one-fifth of the cost of a
Diesel car; while at the same time the ac-
commodation would be just as comfortable
as that in the Diesel cars.

Hon. G. Fraser: You mean something on
the lines of the cars used in the back couni-
try of Queensland?

Hon. H. SEDDONX: Yes. Another mat-
ter to which I desire to refer is the establish-
ment of a native reserve near Laverton.
The Honorary M1inister knows something
about this matter. At present, serious com-
plaints are being inade by residents at
Cox's Find and Laverton ahout the natives
coming into the town. Some of these natives
come from as far distant as the Warbur-
ton Ranges. They hang around camps near
Cox's Find and Laverton, and are allowed
to remtain in the town till midday. House-
holders are complaining of the nuisance.
In some cases the natives are a serious
menace to the children of the district. Re-
cently there was a bad epidemic of sandy
blight. The natives were first attacked, and
then the disease spread to the white child-
ren. This matter is a most urgent one.
I understand the Minister is going into it,
hut I hope ha will make an early decision
and deal with the matter as it should be
dealt with. The natives should be put
on a reservation where they will be under
the supervision of a protector, who will be
able to deal with themt as experience has
shown it is necessary to do. They should
be kept away from the town.

There are one or two other matters to
which I wish to refer. One is a report that
I read in the paper some time ago showing
the result of the examination of miners.
The figures disclosed a considerable im-
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provemietit in the health of the miners since
the examinations were instituted in 1926.
That improvement has been -brought about

largely by strict examination of new
workers, but I think even more by improved

-ventilation in the big mines, most of
-which now employ a ventilation officer, who
works in co-operation with the Government
Ventilation Inspector. The result has been
-entirely to the good. A material improve-
-ment has been effected in conditions under-
ground, the result being that the de-
mands on the Mine Workers' Relief Fund
and 1)aymnent of compensation claims
should in course of time be much lessened.
NTot only has ventilation of the wines been
improved, but hygienic conditions have been
established underground, so that obviously
the incidence of injury and disease will be
considerably reduced.

That brings me to another point, which
is the allowance made to single men under
-the scale provided for mine workers' relief.
1 refer particularly to single men who have
exhausted the amount provided under the
Workers' Compensation Act. The allow-
ance is entirely inadequate, especially for
sick men. A number of these single
-men are receiving 25s. at week tinder
the 'Mine Workers' Relief Act; they
are sick men, who need medicine, nurs-
ing and a considerable amount of care,
more care than they can get in a boarding
louse. This matter should be investigated
hy the Governiment with a view to seeing
whether something more cannot be done to
give these unfortunate men a little more
comfort and a little more ease in their few
remaining weeks of life. They should not
have to battle as they do to-day. Such of
themnins have no friends must live in board-
ing& houses; from the boarding houses they
go into hospital; they return to the board-
ing houses and then again go into hospital.
That is a state of affairs urgently needing
attention, and I hope the Government will
make it a matter of concern to ensure that
the conditions of these men are improved at
the earliest possible moment.

The Honorary Minister: There are not
imany of them now.

Ron. H.L SEDDON: There are some. It is
amatter of earing for them, rather than

anything else. I bring the matter to the
notice of the Government, feeling confident
that it will be sympathetic.

I feel I ought to express my appreciation
of the recent publication of the regulations
under the Mines Regulations Act. In the
past, it was rather a Chinese puzzle
to find and reconcile various amend-
ments and alterations; but I am pleased
to say that the regulations have been
collated and arranged in sections in
such a way that it is now a simple matter to
find a regulation dealing with any particular
aspect of mining. I understand it is in-
tended to revise the Mines Regulation Act.
If so, I trust the Government will duplicate
the excellent work it has done in revising the
regulations. I hope the Act wvill be brought
up to date and be more in keeping with
present-day practice. 1 trust members will
not think that I am parochial in dealing with
these two matters.

There are other questions which I feel
sure my colleagues will deal with in due
course. In conclusion, I trust that during
the present session legislation will be enacted
that will prove of material benefit to our
people, and that the country will prosper.
The Government is adopting a sound policy
of encouraging mining development, and I
hope that its efforts in this direction 'will
bear fruit. I support the motion for the
adoption of the Address-in- reply.

On motion by Hon. C. H. Wittenoom, dec-
bate adjourned.

House adjourned at 9.10 p.mn.
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